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Jean and Harold Page 
When Jean and Harold Page moved from the Toronto 
area to Kitchener upon retirement, they knew that they 
would miss the warm fellowship of their Presbyterian 
Church. One of the first things they did, accordingly, was 
to go "church shopping." Westheights Brethren in Christ 
Church seemed to fill the bill, so they applied for mem-
bership. Undaunted by the fact that believers baptism 
was a condition which they hadn't met, they willingly 
became baptismal candidates. It didn't escape Jean's 
watchful eye that the rite took place in borrowed gowns. 
By the time the next baptisms took place, the church 
became the owners of a set of beautiful, professionally-
made baptismal gowns, plum-colored to match the 
drapes! It became immediately apparent that Westheights 
had attained a Dorcas. 
But gowns were only the beginning. The church was 
relatively new, lacking other amenities. First it was table 
cloths, and then, one Sunday morning, the congregation 
was gladdened by the appearance of a banner on our oth-
erwise bare walls, the forerunner of many to follow. 
Soon there were banners for all seasons, including a six-
foot beauty which appeared just in time for the mission-
ary convention. When Trudy McClane remarked wistful-
ly that banners would brighten our rather drab little mis-
sion churches, Jean was thrilled 
to rise to the occasion. At the 
moment, there are several in 
place in Cuba, with probably 
more to follow. Now she is won-
dering, what about Japan or India 
or Nepal? 
I hear by the grapevine that 
university students in our congre-
gation know where to go to get 
their jeans shortened. As the 
proverb says, "Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might." 
Harold had been a high school 
caretaker before retirement, and 
he did not leave his skills behind 
either. He supervises the polish-
ing of floors and the maintenance 
of equipment. On a week day, 
you might find him doing minor 





"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 






He is a 
good neigh-
bor, too, frequently cutting grass, saying he might as well 
while he has the mower out. Not long ago, an exasperat-
ed father threatened to put his kids up for sale, at which 
his two-year-old retorted, "I go to live with Harold." 
The Page family, like many others, have experienced 
the tragedy of divorce. One day, as Harold was setting 
out to do some repairs for his son's ex-wife, a neighbor 
asked, "Why do you bother with her? She isn't your 
daughter-in-law any more." 
"She is, and she always will be," answered Harold 
crisply as he picked up his tool box and departed. 
There is community involvement, too, such as a ban-
ner in the hospital chapel and hosting international stu-
dents. The theme of the recent General Conference was 
"Who is my Neighbor?" For the Pages, it is anyone who 
has a need: the ex-daughter-in-law who isn't "ex," the 
university student in need of a little parenting, the fellow 
Christian whose worship is 
enhanced by the creation of 
beauty. 
Do Jean and Harold have 
official positions in the 
church? Of course! Harold 
chairs the Board of Trustees, 
and Jean heads up the Floral 
Committee. 
The spiritual gift of "helps" 
is sometimes overlooked, but it 
enriches congregational life as 
much as any other. Westheights 
would be truly impoverished 
without the quiet ministry of 
Jean and Harold Page. 
Dorothy Sherlc, who submitted this 
article, is also a member of the West-
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by George W. Hostetler 
The auctioneer looked over the crowd of spectators who had gathered in the 
Chapel building of the old Upland College campus. 
"We are going to sell this property today" he intoned. "There is no low bid." 
And then he asked, "How many of you have never been to an auction of this 
kind before?" A good number of hands went up, including mine. The auction-
eer was obviously pleased. 
"Ooooh-kay," he drolled, "this calls for a special auction. This will be a 
make-believe auction and everyone can participate. I want you all to pretend you 
are multi-millionaires and you want to buy this property." 
Almost before I could say to myself, I know what you're up to, brother. 
You're trying to create some bidding hype, he had succeeded in running the 
"auction" to nearly two million dollars. 
"That's enough," he said. "You see, that's how it's done!" 
"Oh, yeh—sure!" I demurred audibly. Just that morning in a hastily-called 
7:00 o'clock meeting, the Board of Directors of the Upland Manor had decid-
ed that their highest bid would be a million dollars. (A "cool" million dollars!) 
No more. 
"Well, now," the auctioneer was saying, "this is the real thing." 
Now the audience became deathly still—eagerly anticipating. What happened 
next lasted only a few minutes and was probably one of the most exciting (and 
longest) three or four minutes in my life. The bidding started at eight hundred 
fifty thousand and ran up to nine hundred and fifty very quickly. Only one more 
step to a million! "Who'll give a million? Do I hear a million?" Our bidder, 
Steve Heise, looking solemn as a judge, held up the bid card. This was it. A mil-
lion was our cap. 
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"I have a million, who'll make that 
one million-fifty?" the auctioneer urged. 
No response. I was holding my breath; 
reflexively my eyes pinched shut; I was 
feverishly praying one of those unutter-
able prayers. 
"One million-fifty," the auctioneer 
repeated several more times. Still no 
response. "One million-fifty, one mil-
lion-fifty," he insisted. 
My mind flashed back to the numer-
ous testimonials I had heard. How Steve 
Taylor, a young man from the Alta 
Loma congregation, had been praying 
every time he drove by the campus that 
this day would come. How the men's 
retreat in June 1993 had prayed for the 
retaking of this property for the Lord." How a group of 
ladies had entered the campus surreptitiously and anoint-
ed the buildings with oil. 
"First call for one million dollars." No response. Dear 
Lord, I prayed, remember all those dedicated people who 
poured so much devotion and work into Beulah and Up-
land College. Make it happen, dear Lord, make it happen! 
"Second call for one million dollars." Long pause. Still 
no response. 
"Third call for a million dollars!" Now the tension was 
palpable. This was the last call. Absolute silence. Seconds 
moved stubbornly forward in slow motion...and then... 
"SOLD!" 
Wow! Hallelujah! Ooooooeeee! 
Needless to say, there was rejoicing! When Carol Engle, 
class of '60 (daughter of Abner and Marian Haldeman), 
heard the news, she cried for two hours and then proceed-
ed to call everyone she knew all over the country. (Con-
tributions for her huge phone bill might be appropriate.) 
I could tell you many similar stories that would warm 
your heart, and cite the many unlikely developments that 
were culminated in this one dramatic moment. But instead, 
let me sum it up this way. If you could hear all these sto-
ries and developments, you would be compelled to say, as 
I did, "It's as if someone had planned the whole thing." 
Amen! Surely Someone has! 
Factual information regarding this property 
The property that was purchased is all of the former 
Upland College campus which lies west of San Antonio 
Avenue, and includes six acres of land and over 40,000 sq. 
ft. of buildings. Land on the east side of the avenue—in-
cluding the old native stone administration building, "Byer 
Cottage," and the industrial arts building—was not includ-
ed. This portion is also for sale, but purchase of it is not 
contemplated in the near future. The property which was 
purchased has been variously appraised at 2.8 to 3.5 mil-
lion dollars. It will be presently owned by the Upland 
Manor, but most likely the ultimate ownership will be 
transferred to the Pacific Conference. 
Financing is by the Jacob Engle Foundation. Financing 
of this property was another one of those unlikely stories. 
But it becomes likely when you add the "brotherhood fac-
tor." How else could one arrange a million dollar loan in 
two or three days and do it over the telephone? I could tell 
you how this whole transaction was possible only because 
of the phenomenal success and financial strength of 
Upland Manor, but that's another story. Suffice it to say, 
the loan was based on sound business principles. 
The present consensus expressed both by leadership 
and many constituents is that the facility should be used for 
multi-faceted ministries such as Christian education, other 
Christian ministries, social ministries (for example, min-
istries to distressed people), affordable Christian senior 
housing, Christian and community recreation, accommo-
dations for new congregations (including multi-ethnic con-
gregations), self-help and support groups, civic and com-
munity activities—the list keeps growing. 
So this property, dedicated by a former generation to the 
glory of God, has made a full circle. 
1935-1966: Owned by the Brethren in Christ (Beulah 
College, which was renamed Upland College) 
1967: Insurmountable financial problems, college 
closed, property sold. 
1967-1976: Owned by the Salvation Army (never 
used by them) 
1976-1994: Owned by "Astara," a "new age" 
movement 
1994: Back home! Praise the Lord! 
An open-house celebration which is now in its prelim-
inary planning stages will be a time of rejoicing for all the 
friends and alumni of Upland College. The date will be 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 1994, the traditional Upland College 
Homecoming weekend. Watch for more details which will 
be forthcoming through the Visitor, through your local 
Brethren in Christ Churches, and through the Upland Col-
lege Alumni Association. 
The author is a graduate of Upland College (class of '57) and a 
member of the Ontario Brethren in Christ congregation. He has been 
appointed as head of a task force whose assignment is to develop plans 
and strategies for the present and future use of the campus. Reader com-
ments are solicited. Address mail to Upland College Comments, c/o 
George W. Hostetler, 33 E. 26th Street, Upland, CA 91784. 
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Greg, you are heading up a new ministry focus at 
246 East Tremont Avenue, in the Bronx, New York. 
That's right. Though we have been called the 
"Bronx VS Unit" and "Bronx Community Service 
Ministries" in the past, I'd like to reintroduce our 
ministry here as the "Urban Mission Center." 
Before you say a lot about the refocused ministry, 
why don't you tell VISITOR readers just a bit about 
yourself. I understand, for example, that you are a 
member of the Manor Brethren in Christ Church in 
Pennsylvania. 
I started attending the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church while in college at Millersville University. 
Shortly after graduation, I accepted the youth direc-
tor position at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Church, where I served for two years. Seeking further 
education, I moved to Chicago to attend Trinity 
Divinity School, where I received a Masters degree in 
youth ministry. 
While at Trinity, I was involved in two differing 
ministries. One was in the youth ministry at Willow 
Creek Community Church. Our average attendance 
of high school students was larger than most Breth-
ren in Christ congregations! On a given Sunday 
night, we would worship with 400-600 high school 
students. Most of these students came from affluent 
families and much of the ministry revolved (unfor-
tunately) around entertainment. 
The second ministry was the Center for Student 
Missions (CSM). With sites in Los Angeles, Wash-
ington, D.C., and Chicago, CSM sets up urban ser-
vice trips for church youth groups. Ministry sites 
include soup kitchens and homeless feeding pro-
grams, daycare centers, rescue shelters, rehabilita-
tion projects in housing projects, VBS-style summer 
Bible camps, and building rehabilitation for urban 
ministries. Groups stay for a weekend or a week. I 
worked as a City Host for a year and a half, leading 
the groups through their stay and helping them to 
process what they saw and felt. It was exciting to see 
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the changes in the students' lives, and adult 
leaders as well! 
I graduated in June of 1993 and worked 
with CSM through August. I felt that God was 
calling me to full-time youth ministry, so that 
determined the direction of my job search. 
How did you make a connection with the 
Brethren in Christ work in the Bronx? 
Bishop Warren Hoffman was aware of my 
job search, but neither of us foresaw where I 
would end up. In February of this year, I was 
in Pennsylvania. One day, as I was taking 
Esther Snyder to give blood, she asked if I 
would consider "house-sitting" the Bronx 
Mission building while its future was debated. 
She told me that she and Bishop Hoffman had 
been talking about possible solutions, and my 
name came up. I decided to call Bishop Hoff-
man the next day. 
Before you talked with the bishop, had you thought 
about the Brethren in Christ work in New York as a 
possibility for service? 
I knew very little about our voluntary service unit 
in the Bronx. Since then I've discovered a bit of the 
history, but don't have all of the details down. Basi-
cally, since the 1960s, scores of young people have 
served here as VSers, or as members of youth groups 
which have come here as work teams. And hundreds 
of children and teens from the Bronx neighborhoods 
have been part of youth activities at Fellowship 
Chapel and the VS unit, studying in the tutoring cen-
ter, or experiencing the summer camping programs 
outside the city. 
Unfortunately, it seems voluntary service has lost 
some of its appeal in recent years. I don't believe it is 
due to a lack of interest in service, but a lack of 
knowledge. Once young people are introduced to ser-
vice opportunities, many are excited about how they 
can get involved. 
What happened when you talked to Bishop Hoff-
man? 
On February 9, 1994, I called Bishop Hoffman 
regarding the conversation I had the day before with 
Esther Snyder. We talked for some time and he told 
me of his concerns for the ministry there and his per-
sonal vision for the Unit. Then I told him of my 
experiences with the Center for Student Missions. 
We both decided to investigate the possibilities fur-
ther. 
My next step was to call the president of CSM, 
Ridge Burns. As we spoke, I learned that he had 
wanted to get into New York City, but had no leads 
there. He was very willing to talk about some 
involvement with the site here. Meanwhile, Bishop 
Warren set up a meeting with Chris Davenport (the 
interim director of the Unit) and me. The three of us 
met for breakfast on February 15. Chris and I decid-
ed that neither of us were morning people, but oth-
erwise the meeting went very well and we decided to 
continue dialogue with CSM. 
By the beginning of March, I had visited the 
Bronx and inspected the building. Noel Becchetti, 
from the CSM site in Chicago, had been asked to 
work with me in coordinating the possibilities of 
partnering the Center for Student Missions with the 
Brethren in Christ operations here. I had worked with 
him for the last year and a half, so we already had a 
good working relationship. Noel was visiting the 
Washington, D.C., site anyway, so he decided that we 
should get together and view the Bronx unit. While 
here, we were able to meet with a variety of people 
involved with the ministry and to get a good feel for 
what had been happening. 
It seems that things were moving quickly. 
Yes, they were. We developed a working docu-
ment looking at a possible ministry that joined the 
Brethren in Christ with CSM. Not only would we be 
working with youth groups, but with a school for 
potential urban missionaries. This second step would 
naturally lead into voluntary service. 
Meanwhile, I was busy searching for used office 
equipment to offset our anticipated first-year deficit 
of $6,000-$8,000. I was also speaking to Sunday 
school classes at Manor Brethren in Christ and other 
places to spread the word and raise some funds. 
So by the end of March, two months later, we had 
a signed agreement and I was on my way! My broth-
er Scott and I moved my stuff up here Friday, April 
9. He didn't seem as thrilled with the city as I am. 
However, he did like my apartment with plenty of 
room to stay over! We officially opened the Urban 
Mission Center, the new name of the ministry here, 
on Monday, April 11. This location is the fourth CSM 
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site in the country. We are on a trial basis because we 
come up for review in September. If things look 
good, we press on. I believe we will continue! 
Briefly describe what some of those first days were 
like. 
I must have walked more than 20 miles those first 
three weeks! We developed plans for this first sum-
mer to host church youth groups from around the 
country who want to serve for a week in the inner 
city. One of my first jobs was to find those places to 
serve. 
Personally, I began orientation to the city. I got a 
temporary New York driver's license and a new bank 
account, which I couldn't 
use for 15 business days. 
In addition, I was official-
ly welcomed to the city by 
having my car broken into 
and my CD changer 
stolen. Though insurance 
paid for the window and 
the locks that were broken, 
they did not pay for the 
stolen items, adding up to 
$500 to replace. But that's 
okay, I won't be keeping 
that car up here anyway. 
There are so many won-
derful things happening, I 
want to dwell on them. I 
have a great apartment! 
The office is all set up, including this awesome com-
puter we purchased from a friend. The people up 
here have been wonderful as well. 
What is the plan for ministry in the near future? 
At the Urban Mission Center, we hope to offer 
three levels of ministry. Starting now, we are opening 
level one, "missions exposure." Groups sign up to 
spend a weekend to a full week here in the city. We 
will plan a complete schedule of ministry opportuni-
ties along with giving the group an overall experience 
in the city. We eat at different ethnic restaurants and 
see different cultures. We also work with a variety of 
ministry sites around the Bronx and the whole city, 
showing our visitors that there already is a lot hap-
pening in urban ministry. 
The level two is called "mission training" and 
may open as soon as next year. We are also toying 
with the idea of calling this the "school for potential 
urban missionaries." We will offer the students, most-
ly college-aged, a three-to-six-month course teaching 
the various aspects of urban ministry through field 
experience, guest speakers, readings, and group inter-
action. We are still working on the details of this 
level, but it will offer an in-depth look at urban min-
istry from the inside. 
Finally, we will offer a third level of ministry 
The CSM building and Fellowship 
Chapel on Tremont Avenue. 
called "mission workers." This is very similar to the 
voluntary service of the past except that the worker 
will be joined with a specific ministry where he or 
she will work 30-35 hour a week. The worker will 
also be asked to work 5-15 hours a week at the Urban 
Mission Center. We will expect the ministry site to 
pay the student a stipend and help the student to raise 
additional support through his or her home church 
and private donations. 
We hosted four groups here this summer. Next 
year I pray that we will have up to 35 groups in. In 
addition, we will be emphasizing the "school for 
potential urban missionaries." I see this as an excit-
ing opportunity to expose college-age students to 
ministries in the city, and how they can be involved. 
Any long-range plans or dreams beyond that? 
Through this second level of ministry, we hope to 
renew an interest in urban ministry and voluntary 
service. This would give us potential members to 
plant more inner-city churches. Furthermore, if this 
site catches on, we may look at purchasing the drug-
infested building between our building and Fellow-
ship Chapel. Beyond this, we could even look to 
Miami in a few years as a second such mission. The 
possibilities are endless. 
VISITOR readers may want to help with this min-
istry. Do you have any suggestions? 
We are eager to schedule opportunities for church 
youth groups to visit the Bronx. We will create and 
customize a mission exposure visit for your group. 
We will provide housing, meals, a ministry schedule, 
and a host who will lead your group in the city. For 
information, please write or call me at 246 E. 
Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10457; phone (718) 716-
7328. 
You may want to assist us with finances. We proj-
ect that we will not come close to breaking even this 
first year, and likely not the second year. If you feel 
the desire to help in this way, please make your tax-
deductible checks out to "BECP—Urban Mission 
Center" and send them to Ray Hock, 846 Peters 
Road, New Holland, PA 17557. 
Most importantly, we need your prayers! Things 
are not always easy here. My CSM co-worker, Hans 
Giller, and I have made strides in gaining respect in 
the neighborhood, but it can still be a bit unsafe here. 
Joe, who lives in the basement apartment next door, 
sells crack from his doorway. Anthony is the home-
less man that lives on the roof of our building and the 
one next door. It's an interesting place! But God is 
faithful. Since 1988, when CSM was founded, we 
have not had one student or leader injured in a min-
istry-related accident. Please pray that this record 
will continue. 
As the ministry develops, we'll be glad to let peo-
ple know other ways they can become a part of this 
ministry in the Bronx. • 
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T! I HE WATER came high and fast, and it went down just as quick-ly," says Tom Smucker of 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS). 
Flash floods roared through the town 
of Americus, Ga., and other parts of 
Sumter County on July 6, killing at 
least 10 people and destroying or 
damaging more than 125 homes. 
The mayor of Americus encour-
aged Habitat for Humanity, based in 
Americus, to contact MDS for clean-
up and reconstruction assistance. 
Four days later, 33 Lancaster 
County (Pa.) teens, young adults and 
a pastor were in Americus, helping 
homeowners remove ruined posses-
sions, shovel out mud, and gut flood-
ravaged parts of houses for recon-
struction. 
"At first we were surprised at what 
we saw because with a flash flood the 
damage is so localized," relates J. 
Daniel Houck, associate pastor of 
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church. 
"Life goes on as normal for most of 
the community while a selected few 
find themselves in Red Cross shel-
ters. They wrestle with the question, 
'Why me?'" 
At the last moment, MDS asked 
Pequea group 
at front line of 
Georgia flood 
response 
the Pequea church group of 18 teens 
and 15 adults to go to Georgia for a 
week instead of to Des Moines, Iowa, 
as planned. (MDS is still working in 
the Midwest at reconstruction proj-
ects resulting from last summer's 
floods.) 
The Pequea Brethren in Christ 
group listened to several survivors' 
stories, including that of one woman 
who awoke during the night when her 
hand, dangling over the side of the 
bed, touched cold flood water. She 
rushed to get her two young sons 
from their bedroom, and was able to 
hand them out a window to rescuers. 
They threw her an inner tube, but it 
quickly swirled downstream, with her 
aboard. Fortunately, she was able to 
grab onto a post and cling 
to it until rescuers arrived. 
None of the homeown-
ers had flood insurance. 
Insurance companies don't 
even offer it because the 
area lies above the 100-
year flood level. "Their 
once-per-century flood came 
last week," Houck relates. 
On Monday, July 10, the 
church group gutted two damaged 
homes. "It's not often teens can 
destroy a house and not get yelled at," 
Houck said with a laugh, adding, "It's 
easier to do tough jobs when you're 
working and laughing among a group 
of friends. Working and meeting the 
homeowners is making a real impact 
on them." 
Every year for at least the last 
decade the youth and young adults of 
the Pequea congregation have taken 
part in a summer missions project, 
often with MDS. The larger church 
supports their efforts by participating 
in their fundraisers. 
This year the congregation not 
only helped raise the $5,500 needed 
for a week in Des Moines, but also 
quickly lent sundry equipment— 
shovels, hammers, crowbars, buck-
ets, rubber gloves, cleaning supplies, 
even two power sprayers—when they 
heard the group would be going to 
Georgia to serve at the front lines of a 
disaster response. 
Southern Georgia experienced 
more prolonged flooding and as of 
July 11, the waters were still crest-
ing. After the rains have stopped and 
water has receded, MDS plans to 
work there, as well as in southern 
Alabama and the Florida panhandle. 
MDS is already assisting an Amish-
Mennonite community in Montezu-
ma, Ga., a hard-hit area some 30 
miles north of Americus. 
Individuals with energy and a 
desire to work will be needed in 
Georgia over the next several months 
and perhaps longer, says Smucker. 
Persons interested in serving in the south-
east should stay in touch with their MDS con-
gregational contact person or phone MDS in 
Akron, Pa., at (717) 859-3889. They may also 
contact MDS Region I Director Paul Bru-
bacher at (215) 286-5298. 
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Eldon and Betty Noel live in Abi-
lene, Kansas. Recently he shared 
about being led by the Lord in a num-
ber of opportunities to help in flood 
and fire relief 
Disaster Service (MDS), helping the 
Hurricane Andrew victims in Louisi-
ana. After I got home from Louisi-
ana, I decided to get more training 
with the American Red Cross. My 
wife and I took training classes in six 
areas of disaster work, such as family 
assistance, mass care, etc. 
All that happened before you retired 
from farming? 
That's right. Well, we had our farm 
sale in April. In June, it began to rain 
and rain, so much that area rivers 
overflowed into cities and farm hous-
es. The Satine County Red Cross 
called me to help their flood victims. 
Since I had worked with MDS, not 
only could I help in housing the flood 
victims, but I could also make con-
tacts with the local MDS people for 
the clean-up work. 
Then two weeks later, floods came 
Opportunities to 
serve come as 
sunny day There QUSWerS tO PrOUCr 
Eldon, we understand that you and 
your wife experienced some interest-
ing answers to prayer last year. Tell 
us how 1993 started for you. 
My wife Betty and I farmed north 
of Abilene, Kansas, for more than 
forty years. I have been having knee 
problems, so we decided to have our 
farm machinery sale on April 3. That 
sale date had to be postponed to April 
10 because of very wet weather. You 
can imagine how we felt—having our 
"once-in-a-lifetime sale" put off for a 
week. But we prayed and committed 
it to the Lord. 
You must have been 
disappointed. What 
happened on sale 
day? 
When April 10 
came, it was a nice 
was not 
crowd, but the peo-
ple that attended were good bidders. 
We had one of the best sales of the 
year according to our auctioneer (I 
talked with him near the end of 
November). God's way is better than 
our way in answering our prayers. 
So you had a good sale, and your 
farm equipment was sold. What hap-
pened then? 
Dr. Henry Ginder was holding 
meetings at the Abilene Brethren in 
Christ Church. I attended most of the 
meetings. One night my wife and I 
felt the urge to go forward to seek 
guidance in how we should serve 
God. Now that I was semi-retired, I 
needed God's help to know his will 
for our service. That is when the 
doors started to open and I saw God 
answering my request. 
Actually, the Lord had been 
preparing me before I even asked. 
What do you mean? 
Earlier, in August of 1992, I had 
volunteered to work with Mennonite 
closer, to cities that are along the 
Smoky Hill River. Since I am the 
chairman of the local Abilene Red 
Cross chapter, I also had responsibil-
ities in this disaster as well. We had to 
set up two Red Cross shelters in our 
county to house the families of flood 
victims. I was able to show Christian 
love and compassion by helping the 
needy. 
It sounds as if you were quite busy. 
Yes, but I got busier. The Lord 
continued to lead me when the 
Kansas MDS coordinator asked me 
to help organize and to set up a disas-
ter unit in Manhattan, Kansas, some 
45 miles east of Abilene. It was a 
rewarding experience in which we 
organized a list of the most needy 
flood victims and scheduled enough 
manpower to do the clean-up. This is 
where our faith was tested. One 
evening, after looking over our work 
schedule, we realized that we did not 
have enough workers for the next day. 
We made many phone calls, but we 
could not locate any help. We prayed 
in faith that God would provide. 
The next morning, as we were try-
ing to get more help, a car drove up 
with four men. I was really glad to 
see them. They were the answer to 
our prayers. When I ask the men what 
made them come that very day, they 
said they got together at church and 
picked that day to come to help. The 
Lord does move in people's hearts 
today. 
In what other ways has the Lord 
answered your prayers in service? 
I was called in September to a farm 
house fire which was in the area 
served by our Red Cross chapter. It 
was my first fire that I needed to 
assess damages and the needs of the 
family. The father was very much in 
shock and was the only family mem-
ber at home. I stayed and prayed for 
God to give comfort to him and his 
family. Within five minutes a fire 
chaplain showed up to help him 
through the trauma. 
In summary, how do you feel about 
God's response to your prayers? 
First, I want to say that when one 
gives help, it comes back as a bless-
ing to the giver. And we experienced 
many more answers to prayer during 
this year, but space is limited. I thank 
the Lord for answering prayers in my 
life. I am sure God will continue to do 
so as I am open to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and as I walk step by step 
with Christ. • 
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A RUE VISION IS IMPARTED BY GOD to his 
chosen people to better enable them to know his 
mind and to do his will." So states the introductory 
chapter of George Barna's book, The Power of 
Vision. In like manner, the spread of Christianity to 
the West begins with the call of God and the 
imparted vision as recorded in Acts 16. As the 
doors for proclamation of the gospel began to close 
in Asia, another door was beginning to open for the 
Apostle Paul and his companions. The vision Paul 
received at Troas (Acts 16:9) was the key factor in 
discerning Divine direction. 
This vision was initially conveyed to one man, 
the Apostle Paul. As Paul shared the vision with his 
traveling companions, they were impressed with 
the fact that this was God's way of directing their 
mission. They affirmed the vision given to Paul and 
committed themselves to a witness venture in the 
region of Macedonia. 
God confirmed the call with specific events, 
notably: the receptivity of Lydia to the gospel mes-
sage; her conversion and ensuing hospitality to the 
missionary band; the deliverance of the slave-girl 
possessed by the spirit of divination; the conver-
sion of the jailer and his household. 
Events similar to these have been played out 
repeatedly over the centuries. In the past three 
by Calvin Hamblin 
years, the Central Conference has witnessed a 
remarkably similar scenario in the planting of a 
new church in Wooster, Ohio. 
The vision for this planting came initially 
through one man who had a burden for people 
within his area of business pursuits. Coincidentally, 
his name was Paul—Paul Sides, a member of the 
Ashland Brethren in Christ Church. At the time, 
Paul managed a gas distributorship in Wooster. He 
shared his concern for a Brethren in Christ witness 
in Wooster with his good friend, Dr. Fred Holland. 
Discussion and prayer between the two resulted in 
a contact being made to the conference bishop, 
Glenn Ginder. Having affirmed the possibilities for 
a church planting in Wooster, these men brought 
their proposal to the Central Conference Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting which, in turn, 
recommended to the Regional Conference that a 
church planting be established in Wooster. Region-
al Conference gave affirmation and approval in 
Spring of 1993. 
The entire process spanned 18 months and was 
much more complicated than outlined above. The 
point is that, as the vision was shared, affirmation 
for a Brethren in Christ witness in Wooster was 
given each step of the way. An applicable para-
phrase of 16:10 could well read: "...we endeavored 
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to go into Wooster, assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had called us to preach the gospel unto them." 
The account in Acts 16 indicates certain evi-
dences that confirmed their call to Macedonia. 
Where now were the evidences that confirmed the 
call to Wooster? What circumstances were present 
to validate the vision? The list begins with the 
search for a church planter. 
God raised up a couple which shared the confer-
ence's vision for Wooster. John and Margaret 
Weaver of the Nappanee congregation answered 
the call and relocated to Wooster within 3 months 
of Regional Conference's approval of the project. 
At the same time, the General Conference Board 
for Evangelism and Church Planting granted fund-
ing for the Internship Program in the Central Con-
ference in cooperation with the Amherst Brethren 
in Christ Church, located just 25 miles east of 
Wooster. Rev. Weaver was to give himself to the 
internship and, at the same time, begin building 
relationships in the Wooster area. 
In addition to Paul Sides and Dr. Holland, God 
raised up other interested persons from the Ashland 
and Amherst Brethren in Christ congregations. 
These committed individuals gave their support 
As was the case in Acts 16, 
the greater confirmation came 
in terms of lives touched by 
the gospel and transformed 
by the power of Christ. 
and formed the core group in the new planting. 
This newly-formed group began Bible studies and 
initiated a search for a public meeting place. They 
attempted to purchase an existing church in the 
northwest portion of Wooster. Financial considera-
tions and resulting struggles in negotiations seemed 
to indicate that this was not the Lord's direction for 
this fledgling church. After considering several 
other locations, the auditorium of the Wayne Cen-
ter for the Arts became available. This location 
seemed to be the right place at the right time and at 
the right price. Once again God had confirmed spe-
cific direction for his chosen people. 
The group implemented "The Phone's For You" 
campaign as their strategy for outreach. Fifty-three 
persons from eight Central Conference churches 
participated in making over 13,000 phone calls to 
the residents of Wooster in a three-week period. As 
a result, 75 persons attended the March 20, 1994, 
Birth Sunday celebration. 
As was the case in Acts 16, the greater confir-
mation came in terms of lives touched by the 
gospel and transformed by the power of Christ. 
Consider the man whose wife had indicated "He 
probably will never come to church with me." 
Miraculously, he did respond to an invitation to 
attend and was present for their first public wor-
ship. Further, he participated in a membership class 
and gave indication of real spiritual hunger. After 
about six weeks this man accepted Christ and con-
sented to believers baptism. Today he is a charter 
member of the Wooster Community Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Another couple who had been married 16 years 
had attended church only about six times during the 
course of their marriage. They had been thinking 
seriously about their parental responsibilities to 
impart spiritual truth to their two teenage children 
when the invitation came for them to attend the 
Birth Sunday celebration. Their hearts had been 
prepared for this invitation. They came and found 
the answers they had been seeking for their house-
hold. 
Incidents of God's power in the midst of this 
church have confirmed the call and validated the 
vision. People have been introduced to Jesus; 
prayers for healing have been answered; specific 
financial needs have been supernaturally supplied. 
Surely God is at work! 
In the Acts 16 record one man received the 
vision, the group affirmed the call and committed 
themselves to the work, and God confirmed the call 
with observable results. The church at Philippi 
became a reality. In Wooster, one shared the vision 
with others. The co-workers affirmed the vision 
and committed themselves and their resources to 
the work. God confirmed it by many evidences of 
answered prayer and Divine guidance. The Wooster 
Community Brethren in Christ Church became a 
reality. 
Where will Acts 16 be re-enacted next? The 
more appropriate question may be: who has the 
vision? 
Calvin Hamblin pastors the Amherst Brethren in Christ 
Church and chairs the Central Conference Board for Evange-
lism and Church Planting. George Barna 's book, The Power 
of Vision, is published by Regal Books (Ventura, Calif, 1992). 
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MCC works with Zairian 
and Tanzanian churches 
to aid Rwandan refugees 
Mennonite Central Committee is help-
ing fund Zairian church efforts to aid 
some of the 300,000 Rwandan refugees 
in Bukavu, Zaire, south of Goma. MCC is 
also collecting child-sized "cool weather'' 
clothing and adult sweaters and sweat-
shirts to be distributed to Rwandan 
refugees by these churches. Additionally, 
MCC is planning one of its biggest food 
shipments ever to Goma, Zaire, and is 
seeking short-term, French-speaking vol-
unteers to work among the refugees 
camped in Goma. 
MCC continues to ask for donations to 
its "Rwanda Healing Fund." In addition, 
MCC suggests that people who donate 
garments also give a cash contribution of 
about $2 per pound of clothing to help 
pay shipping costs. 
These actions are based on recom-
mendations from a four-member MCC 
assessment team which spent July 14-31 
in eastern Zaire, Burundi, and Rwanda. 
Team member Tim Lind said Goma, 
Two refugee girls 
without their family 
represent the hun-
dreds of thousands of 
refugees from Rwan-
da which have flood-
ed camps in Zaire and 
Tanzania. Water sup-
plies are insufficient, 
sanitation is non-exis-
tent, and the threat of 
an epidemic is real. 
where more than 1 million refugees are 
camped in "inhuman" conditions, defies 
description. Rather than dwell on the 
ghastliness of the situation, which North 
Americans can see via the media, Lind 
stressed "now that we know, we are re-
sponsible to act" (See sidebar below). 
MCC, through the Canadian Food-
grains Bank, is arranging to send 6,000 
tons of lentils and oil to Goma as quick-
ly as possible. MCC is also recruiting 
three to five people of various ages and 
skills, preferably French-speaking, to go 
to Goma to help distribute food, provide 
medical care, befriend refugees, and per-
form other duties. Interested persons 
should phone MCC personnel offices in 
Akron, Pa. (717) 859-1151, or in Winni-
peg (204) 261-6381. 
Food distribution in Goma is still 
An open letter to North American churches 
GOMA, Zaire—We are writing this letter as a Mennonite 
Central Committee team from Goma, in northeastern Zaire. 
During the past two weeks we have been visiting Rwanda, 
Burundi, and eastern Zaire in an effort to understand better the 
conflict and human suffering which has affected this part of 
Africa for many years. This conflict has now erupted on a 
scale more massive than ever before due to war in Rwanda. 
We have all seen and heard through the public media many 
stories and descriptions of the human tragedy resulting from 
the war, and the chaotic flight of many hundreds of thousands 
of people from their homes in Rwanda. But the statistics, the 
video footage, and heart-rending stories of dislocation and 
death fall far short of conveying the reality of the suffering that 
continues to take place in Goma and Bukavu, Zaire. The sights 
we have seen defy description. 
Our message to you now is not one of more statistics, sto-
ries, and pictures, but rather one of possibility and hope. First, 
there is possibility in that Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches have an opportunity to respond together with local 
Zairian and Rwandan churches and other agencies to this 
unprecedented situation. Second, there is hope in the way we 
have seen local churches respond to a huge influx of refugees 
by doing everything possible to provide refuge and comfort. It 
is not in our power to make what has occurred disappear, to 
save every refugee from suffering and death, to reunite every 
broken family, to bring peace and healing to the peoples of the 
region. But we came away from our visit convinced that we 
can make a difference. Channels are in place through which 
MCC personnel, food, and other essential supplies can be 
used. We are confident in the capacity and will of the church 
to respond to extraordinary human need with extraordinary 
compassion and sacrifice. 
MCC has already released financial and material resources 
for Rwandan refugees through local and international church 
groups. Reconciliation and peace activities have been an inte-
gral part of these actions. Within the coming days we will be 
initiating a number of additional small and larger scale pro-
posals for ongoing response. These proposals cannot be real-
ized without your support. We make this plea not only out of 
concern for those who suffer here, but also out of concern for 
ourselves as a people. For we firmly believe that our human-
ity is at risk here as much as is the humanity of the refugees 
and the displaced. We call for a heightened level of prayers 
and material support on behalf of the Rwandan people who 
have suffered great losses, and the churches and other groups 
who have committed themselves to relieving this situation of 
unprecedented spiritual and material need. 
MCC Rwanda assessment team: Catherine Joy 
Hodder, Tim Lind, William Reimer, Ter-
rance Sawatsky 
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chaotic, said Lind. By one distribution 
center, the hillside was "a solid mass of 
people, shoulder-to-shoulder." 
"The size of Goma is difficult to fath-
om," he reported. "People are camped for 
miles; those on the outskirts must walk 
more than 12 miles to get food, water, or 
health care. Some die on the way." 
Many people in central Africa fear 
more Rwanda refugees will flood into 
Bukavu, which is just across the border 
from the French-protected zone in Rwan-
da. When MCC worker Terry Sawatsky 
visited that area recently, people told him 
they were frightened to stay in Rwanda 
after the French left. French soldiers are 
scheduled to pull out of Rwanda by 
August 21 or 22. 
Counselors sent to Tanzania 
MCC is also sending counselors to 
work in Ngara, Tanzania, at Benaco camp 
for Rwandan refugees. On Aug. 18, Dr. 
Rwanda requires a 
generous response 
In a year of budget shortfalls, 
MCC has been challenged to take a 
step of faith. MCC Africa staff have 
recommended a multi-year response 
to the Rwanda crisis requiring more 
than $2 million over the next three 
years. Half of that is needed during 
the next six months. 
Over the past weeks MCC has 
received a daily stream of checks, 
some written for large amounts, oth-
ers small. As of Aug. 12, contribu-
tions to MCC's "Rwanda Healing 
Fund" total $540,000. 
A. Richard and Ruth Weaver of Ephrata, 
Pa., will leave for Africa. Dave Brubaker, 
a mediator from Phoenix, Ariz., will 
depart in mid-September. They will work 
with the Christian Council of Tanzania to 
establish grief/trauma programs to help 
refugees deal with the tragic events of 
the past months. Many refugees are 
haunted by memories of seeing relatives 
and friends hacked to death—sometimes 
by neighbors and acquaintances. 
Barry Hart, a mediator who worked 
with MCC in Liberia's civil war, expects 
that counseling Rwandans will be more 
difficult than counseling Liberians, due to 
the massive scale of violence that has 
occurred. Most Rwandans are professing 
Christians, and Hart feels that church 
leaders may be particularly distressed by 
the killing that has taken place. "The 
church is really suffering. Leaders feel 
they have failed. We'll try to encourage 
churches to build on the gospel of peace 
and love they have already preached," he 
said. • 
Crime: Is there a 
Christian response? 
Crime is today's hot topic. There are 
many concerns: victims are being ig-
nored, offenders aren't accepting respon-
sibility, criminal justice officials are frus-
trated, community fear is rising. What 
can the church do? The people of God 
are responsible for delivering the mes-
sage of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
But how? 
Restoring our sight: 
A gathering for those seeking 
to challenge racism in the 
Anabaptist community 
March 3-5, 1995 
International Conference Center 
Chicago, Illinois 
Speakers include Rev. Joseph Barndt, 
author of Dismantling Racism. Themes 
for the conference are presenting the bib-
lical basis for anti-racism work, address-
ing institutional power in the church, 
recalling the history of racism in Anabap-
tist churches, and creating anti-racism 
training models. 
For more information, contact MCC-
U.S. Racism Project, P.O. Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501-0500; (717) 859-3889. 
Crime is much more than breaking a 
law. Laws are written to enhance and pro-
tect individuals, communities and rela-
tionships. Crime is a violation of human 
relationships. Contemporary definitions 
of crime don't include this aspect, so bro-
kenness continues for all parties involved. 
God advocates forgiveness as a way of 
healing broken relationships and restoring 
shalom. Galatians 6:1 says that when one 
is caught in any trespass, those who are 
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Jesus exemplified biblical jus-
tice: constructive action should extend 
beyond the family, beyond the neighbor, 
even to the enemy. 
In Fresno, California, 41 Christian 
churches are supporting the Victim Of-
fender Reconciliation Program (VORP). 
Last year 150 trained volunteer media-
tors from local churches worked with 486 
cases—over 1,200 individual victims, 
offenders, and family members—to invite 
them to consider another way of respond-
ing to the crime incident. More than half 
responded and chose responsibility and 
accountability. With the help of VORP 
mediator, the victim and offender experi-
enced forgiveness and reconciliation 
rather than condemnation and distance. 
There are currently over 100 reconcilia-
tion programs nationwide, more or less 
following the VORP model. 
The Fresno VORP will lead a training 
event on how to start a church-based 
VORP, November 3-5, 1994. The train-
ing includes an in-depth look at the vision 
and mission of VORP, corporate organi-
zation, case management, volunteer man-
agement, mediator training, and 24 hours 
of interactive instruction. The $500 fee 
pays for up to three participants from 
your group to attend the training, lunches, 
refreshments, and all materials. Materials 
include the "Volunteer Mediator Training 
Manual" and the "Church-Based VORP 
Organizing/Program Manual," a 260-
page pioneer work in the field of restora-
tive justice, compiled by Ron Claassen 
and Fresno VORP staff. The manual is 
available for those who cannot attend the 
training for $200. 
Ron Claassen, director of the Fresno 
VORP and the Center for Conflict Stud-
ies and Peacemaking, Fresno Pacific Col-
lege, will be the primary trainer with 
assistance from other VORP staff. As 
founder of VORP, Ron has twelve years 
of experience in VORP and other forms 
of Alternative Dispute Resolution in both 
the legal arena and in organizations. 
The training is being sponsored by the 
Center for Conflict Studies and Peace-
making, Fresno Pacific College, the 
Mennonite Conciliation Service, and the 
MCC Office for Criminal Justice. For fur-
ther information and registration, call 
Kathy Stuck at 1 -800-909-VORP. 11 
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by Edith Miller 
H s I PULLED AWAY from the house that Saturday morn-— ing to go get the week's 
milk supply, I met Bishop Shama-
pani coming from the opposite 
direction in his van. He called out, 
"Get ready for the receiving cere-
mony." I drew a blank until he con-
tinued, "Your money is on its way." 
Then I recalled a promise of three 
weeks earlier. I went to get the 
milk, but returned home quickly to 
tidy up the place in anticipation of 
visitors again. 
Three weeks before that, also on 
a Saturday morning, I had received 
a phone call from a motel a mile 
away. I was told that the Minister 
for Community Development and 
Social Welfare was there. The trea-
surer of our Women's Committee 
(and co-manager of the motel) 
instructed the caller to suggest that 
I ask the Minister for a contribution 
while she was so close. I hesitated. 
One doesn't just walk up to a gov-
ernment official and without an 
appointment present a request, 
especially for money. Before the 
phone conversation ended, howev-
er, the Minister's chief spokesper-
son was on the line—and won-
dered what I wanted. I hadn't initi-
ated the call! But with the opportu-
nity so close at hand, I explained 
that we had written a letter asking 
for a contribution to boost a newly-
formed Revolving Loan Fund for 
the women of our denomination. 
That letter hadn't yet been received 
by the Minister. But when I gave a 
little more information about what 
we had in mind, the spokeswoman, 
on learning that we were only a 
mile apart, said they would come to 
see me shortly. 
Within half an hour, four or five 
vehicles drove into Nahumba Mis-
sion, and the Minister—with an 
entourage of 8 to 10 people—con-
verged on my small apartment liv-
ing room. 
Dr. Nyongo, the Minister, ques-
tioned me in a congenial manner 
about the work the women of our 
church were doing. I described to 
her and the others, many of whom 
had notebooks in hand, the nature 
and purpose of our Homemakers' 
Clubs. Our most recent venture was 
to establish a Revolving Loan Fund 
so the women could help each other 
in carrying out small money-mak-
ing ventures. When I told her, in 
response to her question, that we 
had 57 clubs registered, her eyes lit 
up. When she expressed a desire to 
see what some of the clubs were 
doing, the best I could do at that 
moment was to show her pictures of 
some of the work the women had 
displayed and sold at last year's 
Women's Conference. The pictures 
sparked further interest from the 
entire roomful of government per-
sonnel. 
After about 30 minutes of ani-
mated discussion, Dr. Nyongo 
looked me in the eye and said that 
she would commit her Ministry to 
contributing K2,000,000 (yes, two 
million Kwacha!) to our fund. That 
is approximately $3,000—a most 
significant sum to come from a 
government body for a religious 
denominational project. It was 
twenty times more that what we 
had agreed in our Women's Com-
mittee to ask for. 
Within the next two weeks or 
so, the permanent Secretary would 
be passing through Choma, and she 
would drop off the check for us. I 
found it more than coincidental 
that we as church women were 
being supported by a government 
ministry that had women in its top 
positions. 
Thus the "receiving ceremony." 
When the Permanent Secretary 
(with a smaller delegation than the 
Minister) did arrive, she chose to 
make the presentation in the yard 
outside, while a cameraman and 
several reporters recorded the 
event. Ten days later it was aired 
on national television. Since there 
is only one station in Zambia, 
everyone who was watching televi-
sion that evening saw it. 
The June 30th prayer request in 
the Missions Prayer Fellowship 
The Challenge is not a light-heart-
ed one. We do need your prayers to 
administer this fund wisely. Pray 
that the groups that benefit from 
loans will recognize this as a gift 
from God and honor him as they 
pursue various projects. Pray that 
as the women work together on 
their projects, they will recognize 
the value of Christian fellowship 
and cooperation. Pray that this will 
help to strengthen the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zambia. 
Edith E. Miller is Coordinator of 
Women's Ministries for the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zambia. 
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od at work M our world 
Four down, 95 to go 
Jay Smith—London 
Toward the end of 1993 we brought 
together a team of five individuals who 
are all involved in long-term Muslim 
ministry, with the purpose of writing a 
total of 99 one-page defenses of Chris-
tianity for a Muslim readership. These 
answer clearly and concisely—though 
not exhaustively—the questions most 
commonly asked by Muslims without 
attacking in return. 
Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates 
invites you to attend coir 
annual convention 
I MONDAY CONNECTION 
God's week has seven days, not just 
one. But sometimes it's hard to cany the 
lessons of Sunday over to the realities of 
Monday morning and the rest of the work 
week. 
Convention 94 will help you bridge the 
Sunday-Monday gap; in cultivating a 
ministry of daily life. You'll learn how to be 
God's agents in a marketplace mat tempts 
us to leave our Sunday ethics behind. 
For farther information contact 
meda Convention 94 
2501 Oregon Pike, Suite 2 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
717-560-6546 
800-723-7064 
Child care will be provided. \.Vi 
November 3 - 6 
Century Center and Marriott 
South Bend, Indiana 
meda convention 1994 
While I have been given responsibili-
ty for writing most of the initial apolo-
gies, our group comes together every 
other week to hammer out the final argu-
ments into a workable document. This is 
then entered into the Operation Mobi-
lization computer so we can make 
changes as we get feedback. The tracts 
are printed and sent to colleagues in 
Morocco, India, Tunisia, England, 
Switzerland, and the United States to be 
field-tested. 
To date we have finished our first four 
defenses. Since they are only one page, 
they can easily be copied and handed out 
to friends—Muslim and Christian alike. 
Though they are written with Muslims in 
mind, they can be helpful for Christians 
who don't have the time or energy to read 
all the apologetical books for themselves. 
Once we have finished all 99, there 
should be enough information to hand 
out to Muslims to answer almost any 
objections they raise. They will also give 
the novice Christian worker ample back-
ground to be able to get involved in Mus-
lim ministry. 
Copies of these one-page apologetics 
are available from either the Canadian or 
U.S. office of Brethren in Christ World 
Missions. 
Mixed harvest 
Jake Shenk—Mtshabezi Mission, Zim-
babwe 
After a wonderful start to the rainy 
season, the rains disappeared and rejoic-
ing turned to dismay. Those who planted 
early will likely get a very small harvest. 
For a third straight year many people will 
suffer as a result of drought. When we 
recently visited Tudi I, the people asked 
us to look at a small girl. She was very 
thin. When I asked her if she had eaten, 
she replied that she had. But I discovered 
that the only thing she had eaten for sev-
eral days was a wild melon with virtual-
ly no food value. Thanks to some help 
from Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
we were able to send some drought relief 
to that area. 
To compound the problem of drought, 
there has been a terrible plague of rats 
this year. As the maize germinated, the 
rats dug up the plants and ate the seed 
kernels. When some crops began to 
mature, the rats climbed the stalks and 
ate the maize, or they dug up the imma-
ture peanuts and ate them. The Lord sent 
an owl to nest above the ceiling in our 
house, and it ate most of the rats in our 
garden and field. 
When pulling together statistics for 
1993, I noted that we added 606 new 
members to the church in Mtshabezi Dis-
trict. The Lord is blessing with good 
growth. Recently we visited Colleen 
Bawn, and the little room was packed 
with about 25 people outside. They have 
laid the foundation for a new church build-
ing. Three new congregations (Mhlam-
bhe, Emsatshaneni and Magumpo) were 
established in the district during the rainy 
season. Each of these was begun by 
members of other nearby congregations. 
We continue to enjoy the Lord's blessing 
in our contact with the churches. 
Teaching them to 
observe all things... 
John Arthur Brubaker—from Choma, 
Zambia 
In March I attended the evangelis-
tic/revival services at Choma Secondary 
School. There is nothing quite like the 
sound of 1,000 spirited Zambian youth 
singing gospel choruses in a hall with a 
concrete floor and block walls. The audi-
torium rang with echoes of their praise. 
After various groups gave special music, 
Sikalongo pastor Rev. George Hansumo 
gave a moving sermon based on Isaiah 
1:2-3, calling these young people to a life 
of obedience to their heavenly Father. 
Choma is one of three secondary 
(high) schools administered by the Breth-
ren in Christ Church of Zambia. The 
other two are Macha and Sikalongo. It is 
heartening to know that a high percentage 
of the secondary school graduates in this 
part of Zambia have been influenced by 
the Christian witness of these schools. 
Pray for the headmasters: Meshack 
Mudenda at Choma, Myron Mukonka at 
Macha, and George Chaazangwe at Sika-
longo. Also pray for our missionary 
teachers: John Long at Choma, Abe 
Pankratz at Macha, and Jonathan Ties-
zon at Sikalongo. Pray that their witness 
and ministry will bear fruit in the lives of 
their students. 
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During the rainy season the road con-
ditions are such that travel is more limit-
ed, so we used the time to concentrate on 
our annual financial reports. With a good 
maize harvest, 1993 was a better year 
financially for the church. However, 
many people are expressing doubts about 
having an adequate food supply in the 
coming year. As we reviewed receipts 
and expenditures for Sikalongo Bible 
Institute (SBI), it was encouraging to see 
the increased support from churches and 
individuals. The school has started a 
"Friends of SBI" program to stimulate 
additional support. SBI plays a key role in 
the future of the church in Zambia; most 
of its pastors will receive their basic Bible 
training here. Pray that those going into 
the service of the church from SBI will be 
true servants of God, trained for effec-
tive ministry. 
Prayer as a weapon 
Phyllis Engle—Ndola, Zambia 
In March, Chinyama Hamweenda and 
other students from the Theological Col-
lege of Central Africa became involved in 
ministering to a teenage girl who had 
been bewitched. She stays with an aunt 
not far from the college, and the students 
went to her home to pray for Lorena's 
deliverance. Hamweenda invited the fam-
ily to our Ndola Brethren in Christ 
church, so Lorena, her aunt and several 
children began to come. She had been 
delivered of some of the demons when 
the students prayed for her in the home, 
but others were stubborn and did not want 
to leave. 
During her second week in church the 
demons manifested, so Lorena was car-
ried to the front of the church and prayed 
for. After awhile she was taken outside, 
and prayer continued while the pastor 
preached his sermon. Again she was 
brought inside, and a few of us stayed on 
to pray. Nothing seemed to be happening, 
so the pastor suggested that we break up 
but continue in prayer and fasting until 
Wednesday, when I would bring Lorena 
to the pastor's house for another session 
of prayer. 
On Wednesday when I picked them 
up, the aunt told me that Lorena was bet-
ter. On Sunday evening as she sat outside, 
Lorena had committed herself fully to the 
Lord, and she was released. The aunt had 
found her outside reading the Bible, 
something the demons had not permitted 
her to do. So Wednesday's session 
became a time of confirmation and teach-
ing on how to keep the demons from 
returning. 
On Saturday, at the suggestion of Pas-
tor Chanda, I met with the aunt, and she 
recommitted her life to the Lord. The fol-
lowing day in church both she and Lore-
na gave testimony to God's power in their 
lives. There was rejoicing in the congre-
gation as people who had witnessed the 
demonstration of the devil's power the 
previous Sunday saw what God had done. 
This family needs continued prayer 
and encouragement. There are others in 
the home who are under satanic influ-
ence, so the battle is not finished. Your 
prayers in North America are also 
weapons in the fight against the forces 




Phil Brubaker, of Arcanum, Ohio, is 
beginning an 11-month MCC SALT 
assignment in Zimbabwe, where he will 
serve as a Bible leader and office worker. 
Brubaker received a bachelor's degree 
in Christian education from Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, 
Pa. He is a mem-
ber of the Fair-
view Brethren in 
Christ Church in 
Englewood, Ohio, 
and is affiliated 
with the Dills-
burg (Pa.) Breth-
ren in Christ 
Church. His par-
ents are Lucy and Sam Brubaker of 
Arcanum. 
SALT (Serving And Learning To-
gether) International is a one-year pro-
gram of the Mennonite Central Commit-
tee for young adults interested in living, 
learning, and working overseas. MCC is 
the service, development, and relief agen-
cy of North American Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches. Each year 
about 475 people enter MCC assignments 
in more than 50 countries in North Amer-
ica, Asia, Africa, Europe, the Middle 
East, and Latin America. Currently about 
900 MCC workers serve in assignments 
such as community development, educa-
tion, health, food production, emergency 
response, and administration. 
For more information, contact MCC at 
21 S. 12th St., Akron, PA 17501. 
When all 
is calm 











Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street 
POBox 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 
(717)859-3889 
or contact the regional or 
provincial nearest you. 
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RESEARCHERS have always been fascinated 
by children who came to 
school already knowing how 
to read. Some teachers were delight-
ed. Some were annoyed. "That's our 
job," they said. "Parents should leave 
the teaching of reading to the profes-
sionals." What many teachers didn't 
realize, as in the case of my daughter, 
was that we didn't deliberately teach 
them—they learned on their own. 
What was happening in the homes 
of these children that was different 
from what was taking place in other 
homes? Researchers interviewed par-
ents to discover the common ele-
ments: 
• Reading took place in the home. 
Parents read to children regularly. 
They themselves read. Reading was a 
part of the family lifestyle. 
• A wide range of printed materi-
als was available in the home. Books 
of all kinds, magazines, and newspa-
pers were part of the interior decorat-
ing scheme. 
• Children had lots of contact with 
paper and pencil. (Perhaps in this 
modern age, our learners will have 
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contact with computer 
terminals and word pro-
cessors.) Children were 
able to produce their own 
scribbles and scrawls and 
do their own "writing." 
• All adults in the environment 
responded to what the child was try-
ing to do. They took very seriously 
his attempts to make sense out of the 
written and spoken word. 
Finding time to read aloud 
The kindergarten teacher in my 
elementary school has developed a 
very effective technique to encourage 
those parents who think they don't 
We can never go 
back to those precious 
years of childhood, 
with their enormous 
potential for learning, 
once they are gone. 
by Elaine K. McEwan 
have time to read aloud to their chil-
dren. 
The children fill out slips for each 
book their parents read aloud to them. 
When they turn in the slips to their 
teacher, they receive stars on a chart. 
When they have a certain number of 
stars, they receive a certificate. Soon 
the children are relentlessly hound-
ing their parents to read aloud. The 
parents give in just to get peace. 
We do have the time to read aloud 
to our children—we just don't use it. 
How about the waiting room at the 
doctor's office? How about while 
you're waiting for that long freight 
train? Whenever you're out of enter-
tainment ideas, try a book. One of our 
favorite times was just before bed. I 
could almost feel the stress and ten-
sion leave our bodies and our minds 
as we quietly read aloud. Reading 
aloud is a wonderful transition 
between an active, busy day and your 
child's willing trip up the stairs to 
bed. 
Reading instruction: trained 
teachers or you? 
You can leave the formal reading 
instruction to the schools. But think of 
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all of the shared experiences, back-
ground, and knowledge your child 
will bring to formal instruction if you 
begin reading aloud in infancy. We 
can never go back to those precious 
years with their enormous potential 
for learning once they are gone. 
You don't need degrees and diplo-
mas. You don't need the trappings of 
technology. You don't need to be 
remarkably learned about education 
and psychology. You only need a 
remarkable respect for the mind of a 
child, a willingness to be consistent, 
and lots of patience. 
What else can you do? 
Many of the things you can do in 
addition to reading aloud are noted in 
the following checklist. Use it to test 
your commitment to raising a reader. 
• Do I help my children seek their 
own solutions to problems? 
• Am I open-minded and recep-
tive to my child's ideas? 
• Do I have places in my home for 
relaxing and reading both for children 
and adults? 
• Do I have a family bulletin board 
or a place for the children's projects 
and written work to be displayed? 
(The refrigerator with colorful mag-
nets is an ideal spot.) 
• Do my children have a special 
place where they can store their own 
books to read whenever they want? 
• Do I talk to my children about 
my work and explain what I am doing 
and why? (The kitchen and workshop 
are wonderful places to talk.) 
• Do I provide experiences for my 
children that are reading related— 
such as library story hours, listening 
to read-aloud cassettes and records? 
• Do I provide writing materials 
and give my children an opportunity 
to create their own stories? An old 
typewriter provided a place for my 
daughter to "write books." She filled 
pages with random letters, drew illus-
trations, and told her stories to me. 
• Do I capture every opportunity 
for reading as we take trips and run 
errands together—such as reading 
street signs, grocery store displays, 
and other types of informational 
signs? 
• Do I know what my children's 
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interests are, and do I capitalize on 
those interests to stimulate reading— 
such as zoo animals, trucks, 
dinosaurs? 
• Do I use the printed materials 
that come home from Sunday school 
as read-aloud materials during the 
week? 
• Am I sensitive to the curious 
nature of my child's mind and heart 
regarding spiritual matters, and do I 
use the read-aloud experience to help 
answer these questions? 
• Do I choose to read books, 
including God's Word, and make 
printed materials a part of my home? 
If you're a teacher, grandparent, or 
spend time with children in any other 
capacity, begin now to plan how you 
can add the read-aloud experience to 
the time you share with these chil-
dren. Having raised two readers of 
my own, I know that you and your 
children will be blessed and enriched 
as you spend time reading aloud 
together. 
Dr. Elaine K. McEwan is a school princi-
pal and author of Will My Child Be Ready for 
School?, Raising Balanced Children in an 
Unbalanced World, and How to Raise a 
Reader (David C. Cook). Excerpted by per-
mission from Helping Your Child Love to 




A retreat for parents 
(with or without partners) 
looking for fresh ideas 
in their journey as parents 
NOV. 11-13! 1994 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
Resource persons: Scott and Karen Weidner 
from Family impact 
Cost: $77 per person 
Registration deadline: Oct. 15 
For more information, contact Kathy Tyson, 
6 Pewter Drive, Lititz, PA 17565. 
Phone (717) 627-3269. 





On July 24 the Air Hill congre-
gation, Chambersburg, Pa., had a 
picnic and presentation by Mrs. Dan 
Glick about her experience dis-
tributing Bibles in Russia. • Pastor 
Steve Munger of the Antrim church, 
Chambersburg, led a group of 21 
adults and teens on a trip to Zim-
babwe July 15-31 to put roofs on 
church buildings. • The Chambers-
burg church had Aug. 18 and 24 
meetings to introduce teachers to the 
new Jubilee Sunday school curricu-
lum. • The Living Fire youth of the 
Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., took a missions 
trip Aug. 7-12 to Rockbridge Alumn 
Springs. • The youth of the Five 
Forks congregation, Waynesboro, 
sponsored a July 9 barbecue and 
bake sale. On July 17 David Lea-
man spoke on "How to Be a Happy 
Family." 
The Hollowell church, Waynes-
boro, planned the installation service 
for James and Deborah Sollenberger 
as pastoral couple for Sept. 11. Paul 
and Lela Hostetler visited with a 
missions presentation on Aug. 28. • 
On July 27 Richard Miller, former 
financial secretary in Zambia and 
controller for the Board for World 
Missions, spoke to the Martins-
burg, Pa., congregation about cul-
tural differences between Africa and 
America. • John and Kathy Brubak-
er shared on July 24 with the New 
Guilford church, Chambersburg, 
about their work in Thailand. 
The South Mountain Chapel 
congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., 
had a missions day offering July 24 
of $1,185. Nathan and Cathy Bert 
spoke. • Approximately 50 people 
attended the July 24 farewell dinner 
for Pastor Samuel and Sarah Old-
ham at the Springhope church, 
Schellsburg, Pa. A money tree, quilt, 
and other gifts were presented to 
them. • Bishop Enock Shamapani 
visited on July 22 with Pastor and 
Mrs. Benner of the Van Lear con-
gregation, Williamsport, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congregation, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., enjoyed a concert 
July 3 by the New Light Singers 
from Messiah College. • On July 16 
the Saturday Circle group of the 
Elizabethtown congregation had an 
Irish folk music night with guests 
Matthew Ward and friends from the 
Lancaster County Fiddlers Society. 
• The Fairland congregation, 
Cleona, Pa., had a carry-in meal July 
3 to meet new pastor Ron Slabaugh 
and family. • The Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., had VBS 
July 11-15, culminating in a July 17 
musical. Bishop Shamapani spoke 
in the July 20 service. • Vern 
Bosserman, church planter in Lower 
Paxton Township, spoke in the July 
31 service of the Hummelstown, 
Pa., church. Danny and Mickey 
Jantz were installed as pastoral cou-
ple on Aug. 14. 
The July 3 guest speaker at the 
Lancaster, Pa., church was Kevin 
Longenecker from Colorado 
Springs. • On July 10 Sherry Casey 
shared about her work in China with 
Joyce Peterman at the Manheim, 
Pa., church. A farewell for Roy and 
Openings at Kenbrook Bible Camp 
Director of Youth Ministries 
Kenbrook is now receiving applications for Director of Youth 
Ministries. This is a full-time administrative leadership posi-
tion for a creative Christian person committed to a relation-
al-style camping ministry. A minimum of four years experi-
ence in youth/outdoor ministries is a requirement for the 
position. Interested persons are invited to send their resume 
to Eugene Wingert, Executive Director, 501 Pine Meadow 
Drive, Lebanon, PA 17046, or call (717) 865-4547. 
Voluntary Service Position 
Kenbrook has an immediate opening for a VS worker 
(female) to assist with the Retreat Center operations of the 
camp. Responsibilities will include work in the kitchen, house-
keeping, and office. Interested persons are invited to contact 
Eugene Wingert, Executive Director, at the address above. 
Lois Jean Peterman was July 17. • 
Pastor Kelchner of the Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa., preached a 
July series on anger. The July 17 
church picnic featured comedian and 
musician Ken Hussar. • On July 15 
the Montoursville, Pa., church had a 
banana split social as a couples' 
night out. • The New Covenant 
church, Quakertown, Pa., received 
six new members in June. A men's 
retreat was June 24-26. • On Aug. 
14 the New Joy congregation, 
Akron, Pa., planned "chat and 
munch" get-togethers in homes. 
The Pequea congregation, Lan-
caster, had VBS July 24-28 on the 
theme "JESUS Is Coming." Roy and 
Jean Peterman were welcomed as 
pastoral couple Aug. 21 with a 
reception. • John and Eva Brubaker 
gave a missions message July 10 to 
the Refton, Pa., congregation. • The 
Silverdale, Pa., congregation 
planned its 10th annual retreat for 
Sept. 2-4 at Kenbrook Bible Camp 
on the theme "A Time to Laugh." • 
Bruce and Merly Bundy spoke July 
3 at the Souderton, Pa., church. The 
youth and young adults took a trip to 
Navajo Mission July 16-30. • On 
July 10 the Speedwell Heights con-
gregation, Lititz, Pa., enjoyed a mis-
sions emphasis with Ruth and 
Eugene Madeira. 
Correction: The July news items 
for the Millersville and Montours-
ville congregations were inadver-
tently switched. 
Canadian Conference 
On July 3 fiddle and guitar artist 
Nello Romagnoli provided music 
and the sermon for the Bertie con-
gregation, Stevensville, Ont. • The 
Boyle congregation, St. Ann's, Ont., 
had VBS July 18-22. John Young 
preached July 3 and 10. • The Bri-
dlewood church, Agincourt, Ont., 
planned its fourth annual pig and 
corn roast for Sept. 10. • "The 
Cheapside Band" of the Cheapside 
congregation, Nanticoke, Ont., pro-
vided music for the July 10 evening 
barbecue of the Bertie congregation. 
• July 24 guest speakers at the 
Delisle, Sask., church were Paul 
Hostetler, and Charlie and Carol 
Reed. 
A summer sermon series at the 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
by Pastor Anderson was "Life in a 
Normal Church." The church spon-
sored a five-day backyard club on 
July 18-22. • The new pastor of the 
Lakeside church, Calgary, Alb., is 
Kevin Smith. • Seven persons were 
baptized June 19 at the Massey 
Place church, Saskatoon, Sask. A 
mother-daughter bowling night was 
June 25. • The New Life congrega-
tion, Collingwood, Ont., hosted a co-
ed slo-pitch Softball tournament on 
Aug. 27. • Jerry Pryde was guest 
speaker at the July 24 outdoor ser-
vice of the Port Colborne, Ont., 
church. A picnic and games fol-
lowed the service. • This summer 
the Ridgemount church, Hamilton, 
Ont., renovated and enlarged the 
chancel area of their sanctuary. Faith 
Mission sponsored the July 18-22 
VBS at the church. 
Lorie Cober brought the July 3 
message to the Rosebank congre-
gation, Petersburg, Ont., on 
"Resilient Running: How to Finish 
Well." • The youth of the Skerk-
ston, Ont., church planned water ski-
ing for July 16. The church had a 
"Kountry Korn Gospel Sing and 
Corn Roast" on July 23. • The 
Upper Oaks congregation, 
Oakville, Ont., received seven new 
members on July 17. • Four youth 
of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation 
served this summer in Europe, the 
Philippines, and in CEF in Ontario. 
During July, four men went with the 
Brethren in Christ work team to 
Honduras. • Twelve people joined 
the fellowship recently of the West-
heights congregation, Kitchener, 
Ont. 
Central Conference 
On July 9 Joe Shultz of Wichita, 
Kan., provided magic, music, and 
mirth for the Amherst congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio. He also provided 
music and the message for the July 
10 service. • Filling the pulpit of the 
Ashland, Ohio, church during pas-
toral vacation days were Luke 
Keefer, Jr., and Matthew Bye. • The 
Pathfinders class of the Christian 
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., 
had a campout Aug. 5-7. • On July 
10 an unusual throng of friends and 
relatives attended baptismal services 
for three persons in the Fairview 
congregation, Englewood, Ohio. On 
July 17 Elizabeth and Lance 
Edwards told of their work in Zim-
babwe where she does AIDS coun-
seling. • VBS July 18-21 at the 
Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich, 
averaged 37 in attendance. Anna 
Bye served in Belize, and Marty 
MacDonald in Honduras this sum-
mer. 
Glenn Ginder assumed the pas-
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torate of the Nappanee, Ind., con-
gregation on Aug. 1. • The North-
gate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, 
reports a rise in spring attendance, 
up to 35 in 1994 from 28 last spring. 
The women's fellowship gathered to 
make flower arrangements on July 
26. • Jack McClane spoke July 17 at 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church. The 
summer sermons were on "Disci-
plines for Godliness." • Andrew De 
La Rosa and Company provided 
music in a recent service of the 
Sippo Valley congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio. • "Come the Morning" 
was the Aug. 21 film at the Union 
Grove church, New Paris, Ind. • 
Steve Velthuis filled the pulpit and 
shared a message in puppetry two 
Sundays in July for the Valley 
Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
On July 17 Aubrey Hawton 
spoke to the Abilene, Kan., congre-
gation about quizzing. • The 
Mound Park congregation, Dallas 
Center, Iowa, had a Barnabas Bar-
becue Bash on July 31. VBS was 
Aug. 15-19. • On July 11 the Oak 
Park church, Des Moines, Iowa, had 
a garage sale for the purchase of a 
keyboard. The congregation has a 
new Sunday school class for 
preschool and kindergarten. • Bill 
and Betty Gripe of the Oklahoma 
City, Okla., congregation served at 
the Oakwood fellowship, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., this summer. Special 
fellowship events replaced Sunday 
school in July at the Oklahoma City 
church. • The Rosebank congrega-
tion, Hope, Kan., had their July 17 
worship service at Herington Lake, 
with a picnic following. • The Zion 
church, Abilene, hosted a New Light 
concert for the fifth Sunday com-
bined churches service. On Aug. 7 
the congregation had a visit from 
Bishop Brubaker. 
Pacific Conference 
The Ontario, Calif., church 
planned a rummage sale for Aug. 5-
6. VBS was on four nights, July 8, 
15, 22, 29. • Prior to their move to 
Upland, Art and Edna Cooper (pas-
toral couple from 1970-78 of the 
Labish Brethren in Christ Church) 
were honored June 26 in the service 
of the Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore. A luncheon followed. • 
The goal was 100 children for the 
Aug. 22-25 VBS at the Walnut, 
Calif., church. • Pastor Walter and 
Lois Winger were honored at a July 
17 reception at the Upland, Calif., 
church for their five years of service 
there. On July 24 the congregation 
saw the Dobson film, "What Wives 
Wish Their Husbands Knew About 
Women." 
E.V. Timelines.. 
100 Years Ago 
September 15, 1894, issue—"Bro's Jesse Engle of Navarre and D. H. Brech-
bill, of Moonlight, Kans., will start on their gospel mission trip through Oklahoma 
territory Sept. 21st. They expect to go by private conveyance and to make a 
general visit and to reach as many points as the object and nature of their visit will 
warrant.... They expect also to write up an account of their journey which we 
expect to publish in the Visitor from time to time. We trust this will be of much 
interest to the friends of Christianity, and we trust that these brethren may have 
the support and prayers of the whole church, as their mission is under the auspices 
of the general mission board. We trust that the standard of Christ may be set up 
in that new country to the glory of God and the building up of Zion." 
75 Years Ago 
September 22, 1919, issue—Quoted on the editorial page: "There are lumps of 
glory. There are flashes of glory. There are sugarplums of glory, and there are 
steady and deep streams of glory. They warm, they comfort, they instruct.... 
They keep the spirit refreshed, and bearing fruit from the fruit-bearing Tree of Life 
that grows in the Garden of our God. There is a place for each of us to live where 
these happy experiences of glory pass along. It is the place of carefulness in vic-
tory, of constancy in obedience, of faithfulness in faith, of meekness in sensibil-
ity, and of patience in suffering. It is the common dessert of the table of the Most 
High.... In fact, unlike most of other tables, we may healthily 'eat between meals,' 
and are expected to always 'grow fat and flourishing.'" 
50 Years Ago 
September 25, 1944, issue—Joel Carlson reports on a tent meeting sponsored 
by Messiah Lighthouse Chapel in Harrisburg, Pa.: "One evening a strange man 
came into the tent during the altar service. After observing the service, he came 
forward and spoke to Brother Moyer [the evangelist]. He was from one of the 
southern states, and was in Harrisburg, visiting his son, who is in the army.... 
Somewhat after conviction, he declined to bow at the altar, but he asked for 
prayer for himself, that he might get saved.... [This] illustrates the fact that city 
work has the possibility of extending far beyond what we are able to see, and to 
plan for. May God help us to be faithful in maintaining our program of full sal-
vation and separation from the world." 
25 Years Ago 
September 8,1969, issue—Editor John E. Zercher, discussing the problem of 
too few persons entering the pastoral ministry: "The uncertainty as to the pastoral 
role is due to two heresies. There is the heresy—the traditional one—that sees the 
pastor called by the congregation to minister both to and for the congregation. The 
congregation attends the services and serves on committees. The ministry is 
done by the pastor. As a result, his duties are innumerable and his task impossi-
ble. The second heresy—a more modern one—is quite the opposite. Since we 
have rediscovered the laity, there is no need for the ministry. In fact, the pastoral 
office is a hindrance to witness. It is not a gift to be used but a burden of which 
to be rid. So we have the strange phenomenon of men leaving the pastorate so they 
can the better serve." 
10 Years Ago 
September 1984 issue—In "Making room for Jesus," Mark M. Redfern writes, 
"If you are accustomed to speed reading, you may want to lay aside that habit 
when you turn to the Bible. Too many important things can escape the eye of the 
reader who jogs through Judges or races through Romans. There is no substitute 
for a leisurely stroll with Jesus through the pages of the Bible." 
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July 17. VBS was July 11-15. • 
Child Evangelism representatives 
taught 5-day clubs in July at the 
Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, 
Pa., and at the Dohner residence. • 
The West Shore congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, planned to make a 
pictorial directory in August. 
Physicians honor Dr. Alvan Thuma 
The Mennonite Medical Association chose Alvan E. Thuma, 
Bradford, Ohio, as its doctor of the year. The award was pre-
sented on June 25 at the group's annual convention, held at Lau-
relville Mennonite Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 
Dr. Thuma and his wife Ardys spent much of their careers as 
medical missionaries in Zimbabwe (formerly Southern Rhodesia) 
and Zambia (Northern Rhodesia) under the auspices of Brethren 
in Christ Missions. 
When Dr. Thuma received his award, he said, "I'm just a 
farm boy who made good." 
Southeast Conference 
Beginning in September at the 
Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla., 
was a new class, "Life Issues: Bibli-
cally Based Discussion." The guest 
speaker on July 3 was Grady 
McMurtry. • The Millerfield's con-
gregation, Columbia, Ky., had a 
General Conference reporting ses-
sion on July 10. The Penn View 
Bible Institute Quartet was in con-
cert Aug. 3. • Nathan and Cathy 
Bert spoke July 10 to the Winches-
ter, Va., congregation. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Clara Ritchey led VBS July 18-
22 for the Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa. • The Carlisle, Pa., 
church hosted "Terrific Tuesdays!" 
in July for preschoolers and in 
August for elementary age children, 
with a variety of themes and activi-
ties for two and a half hours each 
morning. • The Golden Agers of the 
Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, 
Pa., had a picnic and white elephant 
sale on July 30. • John and Mary 
Bundy will be leaving the Cedar 
Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa., to 
pastor the Air Hill congregation 
(Allegheny Conference) beginning 
in the fall. • On July 17, Paul 
Smucker was installed as pastor of 
the Colyer congregation, Centre 
Hall, Pa. Pastor Smucker now has a 
dual assignment, as he continues to 
pastor the Green Grove congrega-
tion in Spring Mills, Pa. 
The Dillsburg, Pa., church had a 
July 10 evening fellowship with 
Bishop Shamapani from Africa. • 
On July 3 the Fairview congrega-
tion, Reesers Summit, Pa., had 
music by Eldon and Lynn Byers and 
the message by Stan Norman. Amy 
Garman did a week of Christian ser-
vice training at the church July 31-
Aug. 5. • The women's ministries of 
the Hanover, Pa., church sponsored 
the six-part video this summer, 
"Ordering Your Private World." • 
The Jemison Valley congregation, 
Westfield, Pa., had a picnic July 24 
at Penn-York Camp. • Ray Stars 
was the speaker July 31 at the 
Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa. 
A hymnsing took place in the 
evening. 
Young couples of the Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., church went on a mis-
sions trip to Mexico July 16-23. 
Doris Barr has begun a new five-
year term as Director of Children's 
Ministries. • Glenn Ginder preached 
July 3 at the Messiah Village 
church, Mechanicsburg. Resource 
persons for the Nicaraguan church, 
Cathy and Nathan Bert, spoke on 
July 13. • Phil Byers began a church-
planting ministry at Middlesex, Pa., 
on July 1. He and his wife Doreen 
had served with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions in Malawi. • The 
vocal trio First Light sang Aug. 21 
for the Redland Valley congrega-
tion, York Haven, Pa. • The Rose-
glen congregation, Duncannon, Pa., 




Bower-Rote: Carrie Ann, June 
24; Harvey Bower and Cathie Rote, 
Cedar Heights congregation, Pa. 
Cross: Kimber Lynn, June 6; 
Michael and Wendy (Nace) Cross, 
Fairview congregation, Pa. 
Foust: Zachary Marshall, July 
11; Mike and Tandy Foust, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Goddard: Zachary Lynn, June 
30; Jeffrey and Trina (Myers) God-
dard, Skyline View congregation, 
Pa. 
Groff: Karissa Nicole, July 13; 
Kevin and Beth (Kelchner) Groff, 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Habecker: Colton Tyler, June 
26; Neil and Lynda (Drawbaugh) 
Habecker, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Austin Eugene, July 26; 
Scott and Angie (Reynolds) Hoover, 
Fairview congregation, Pa. 
Johnson: Chelsea Danae-
Olethia, Apr. 29; Dennis and Cheryl 
(Brubaker) Johnson, Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Johnston: Heather Marie, May 
13; Bill and Wanda Johnston, Cross 
Roads congregation, Ont. 
Klipa: Travis Lee, June 26; 
George and Erika (Kipe) Klipa, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Lundblade: Joshua David, July 
13; David and Shirley (Johnson), 
Walnut Valley congregation, Calif. 
Peters: Christina Renee, June 
29; Shawn and Deirdre (Noll) 
Peters, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Renard: Jodi Marie, June 16; 
Joe and Diana Renard, Dillsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Root: Zachariah Daniel, July 6; 
Daniel and Stephanie Root, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Roush: Emily Grace, May 25; 
David and Beth (Lehman) Roush, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Royer: Hannah Nicole, July 15; 
Eric and Wanda (Wheeler) Royer, 
Cedar Heights congregation, Pa. 
Sharp: Rebekah Louise, Apr. 
24; Steve and Chris Sharp, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wilson: Ryan Michael, June 21; 
Timothy and Jennifer (Miller) Wil-
son, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Book - Kline: Heather Joy, 
daughter of Paul and Kathryn Kline, 
Bangor, Pa., and Anthony Kenneth, 
son of Jerel and Fran Book, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., June 11, at Elizabethtown Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Jerel 
Book officiating. 
Burkhart • Bradley: Darlene 
Bradley and Douglas Burkhart, Apr. 
30, at Manheim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
and Rev. Keith A. Tyson officiat-
ing. 
Foster - Adams: Dianne Lynn 
Adams and Gilbert Lee Foster, June 
24, at Van Lear Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner 
officiating. 
Gayman - Bish: Linda, daughter 
of Ron and Carol Bish, Hagerstown, 
Md., and Brian, son of Ron and Barb 
Gayman, Chambersburg, Pa., Apr. 
24, at New Life Christian Fellow-
ship with Rev. Kenneth Harris offi-
ciating. 
Glossner - Dunkle: Janice Shirl, 
daughter of Donald and Mary Dun-
kle, Mill Hall, Pa., and Jesse E., son 
of Clifton L. and Carol Glossner, 
Beech Creek, Pa., July 16, at Cedar 
Heights Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiat-
ing. 
Gwozdecki - Anderson: Tricia 
Louise, daughter of Richard and 
Margaret Anderson, New Cumber-
land, Pa., and Kenneth Gregory, son 
of Stanley and Angela Gwozdecki, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., July 2, at 
Embers Convention Center with 
Rev. Gerald E. Tyrrell officiating. 
Harbaugh - Richmond: Sharon, 
daughter of David and Dottie Rich-
mond, Chambersburg, Pa., and Tim-
othy Wayne Harbaugh, June 11, 
with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner offici-
ating. 
Horn - Martin: Amy, daughter 
of Robert and Janet Martin, Upper 
Strasburg, Pa., and Judson, son of 
Larry and Jane Horn, Upper Stras-
burg, July 16, at Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. K. Hull 
Byers and Rev. Allan Mummert 
officiating. 
Jackson - Hardley: Susanne 
Hardley and Christopher Jackson, 
June 25, at Diamond Bar Friends 
Meeting House with Rev. Ernie 
Benavides, Dr. Clayton Schletewitz, 
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and Rev. Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
officiating. 
Kauffman - Kl ing: Pauline 
Kling and Thomas Kauffman, May 
28, at Manheim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
Lambd in - Hule t t : Amy Jo, 
daughter of Dwayne and Naomi 
Hulett, Baltimore, Md., and Dean 
Edward, son of Ila Lambdin, Balti-
more, June 11, at Faith Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Edward 
Rickman and Rev. Dwayne Hulett 
officiating. 
Lehman - Crawford: Barbara 
Crawford and Robert Lehman, May 
26, at Manheim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
Miller - Long: Lisa D., daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Long, Pen-
ryn, Pa., and Loren D., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Miller, Manheim, 
Pa., July 16, at Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Keith A. 
Tyson officiating. 
Smi th - S t a n t o n : Rebekah 
Lynn, daughter of Eric and Bobbie 
Stanton, Owosso, Mich., and Gary 
Anthony, son of John and Shirley 
Smith, Warren, Ohio, June 25, at 
Valley Chapel Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Eric Stanton offi-
ciating. 
S t u m p - Denn i s : Darlene, 
daughter of Augusta Dennis, Balti-
more, Md., and Robert, son of 
Venus and the late Rupert Stump, 
Baltimore, June 25 at Faith Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Dwayne Hulett officiating. 
Wuchperl - Zeger: Stephanie 
Jane, daughter of Brenda and Stan-
ley Zeger, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Daniel M., son of Judy and Ed 
Wuchperl, Hershey, Pa., May 14, at 
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Kevin Witter offi-
ciating. 
Obituaries 
Brechbill: Harry A. Brechbill, 
bom June 17, 1916, son of Solomon 
and Anna Mary Baker Brechbill, 
died July 20. Surviving are his wife, 
Catherine (Musser); a daughter, 
Linda B. Sechrist; two grandchil-
dren; a sister, Carrie L. Brechbill; 
and a brother, A. Roy. Harry was a 
graduate of Chambersburg High 
School, and had been a self-
employed painting contractor. His 
activities included singing in the 
Chambersburg Community Chorus, 
making brooms and hand-painted 
saws, and volunteering with the 
American Red Cross and at Messiah 
Village. He was a member of the 
Chambersburg, Pa., congregation 
where he ushered for many years. 
The funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Stuart Kelly and Rev. 
Kevin Witter officiating. Interment 
was in the Air Hill cemetery. 
Engle: Ruth V. Engle, born Jan. 
21, 1913, died July 5. She was the 
widow of Paul H. Engle. Surviving 
are two sons, Ronald E. and Philip 
D.; a daughter, Elaine F. Ucci; seven 
grandchildren; and two sisters, 
Naomi Hoover and Anna Sheets. 
Ruth was a school teacher in Kansas 
and had attended Messiah College. 
She and Paul had been active mem-
bers of the Palmyra, Pa., church for 
many years. She was presently a 
member of the Messiah Village 
church, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in Gravel 
Hill Cemetery. 
Shellenberger: Jessie M. Shel-
lenberger, born Apr. 1,1907, daugh-
ter of George and Daisy Rowe 
Shotzberger, died July 4. Preceding 
her in death was her husband Reed 
W. Fultz; her husband William H. 
Shellenberger; a sister, Alma Fry; 
and a great-granddaughter. Surviv-
ing are a daughter, Olive M. Foltz; 3 
stepsons, Shelley, Marlin, and 
Robert Shellenberger; 4 grandsons; 
13 great-grandchildren; 3 great-
great-grandchildren; and a sister, 
Mary Jane Pannabaker. Jessie was a 
member of the Cedar Grove congre-
gation, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Ken Letner and Rev. 
M. Eugene Heidler officiating. Inter-
ment was in New Church Hill Cem-
etery. 
Smeltzer: Minnie B. Smeltzer, 
born Mar. 18, 1910, daughter of 
Henry T. and Minnie M. Brubaker 
Ginder, died July 10. Surviving are 
her husband, George H. Smeltzer; a 
son, Kenneth E.; a daughter, Ruth 
Ann Dombauch; and a brother, Earl 
B. Ginder. Minnie was assistant 
head cook at Pleasant View Retire-
ment Community for 22 years. She 
helped her husband on the family 
farm, and was the first nursery atten-
dant at the Manheim church, Pa., 
where she was a member. The funer-
al was held at the Buch Funeral 
Home with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
Stone: Gerald Franklin Stone, 
bom Sept. 12, 1934, son of George 
E. and Elsie M. Zeager Stone, died 
July 12. Surviving are his wife, Mar-
ian (Meinhardt); two sons, Edward 
and Barry; two daughters, Brenda 
Thomas and Susan Hopple; three 
grandchi ldren; three brothers , 
Robert, George Jr., and Rhine; and 
two sisters, Martha Kline and Hazel 
Armold. He and Marian had recent-
ly celebrated 38 years of marriage. 
Gerald was an avid hunter, a farmer, 
and worker at Alumax Aluminum 
Brethren in Christ to 
bike to Jerusalem 
Kevin Thrush, a member of the 
Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in Christ 
Church, is planning to participate in 
Bike Ride '94, the third annual bicy-
cle tour through the lands of the 
Bible scheduled for Nov. 4-14. The 
240-mile bicycle trip begins in 
Nazareth, circles the Sea of Galilee, runs through the Jordan Valley to the 
Dead Sea, includes Massada and Bethlehem, and concludes at Jerusalem. 
The purpose of the bike ride is to raise funds for the Nazareth Christian 
Hospital in Nazareth, Israel, a Christian ministry of healing and recon-
ciliation in the hometown of Jesus. 
For information regarding sponsorship, contact Kevin at 3313A Lin-
coln Highway East, Paradise, PA 17662. 
Inc. for over 30 years. He was a 
member of the Gospel Tide Hour, 
Messiah Village Auxiliary, and the 
boarding committee at Roxbury 
Holiness Camp. He was a member 
of the Conoy congregation, Pa., 
where he served as a trustee, usher, 
and member of the kitchen commit-
tee. The service was held at the 
church with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler 
and Rev. Kenneth L. Engle officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Stump: Charles J. Stump, bom 
Dec. 11, 1926, in Nappanee, Ind., 
son of Vernon L. and Dorothy B. 
Whitehead Stump, died July 20. Sur-
viving are his wife, Sally Uline; a 
son, Charles; two daughters, Paula 
Zercher and Carla Butcher; eight 
grandchildren; three sisters, Heleyn 
Baird, Grayce Freed, and Ruth Gar-
rison; and three brothers, James, 
Dave, and Robert. He was preceded 
in death by a son, Todd Charles, and 
three brothers, Alfred, Paul, and 
Phil. A life-long resident of Nappa-
nee, Chuck was active in the com-
munity and served on the school 
board for 12 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Nappanee Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral was held 
at Thompson Yoder Funeral Home 
with Rev. Kevin Butcher and Rev. 
Richard Studebaker officiating. 
Interment was in South Union Cem-
etery. I 
POSITION AVAILABLE 
Evangel Publishing House is taking applications for the 
position of Publishing Assistant. This person will assist the 
Christian Light Bookstore division in developing promotions 
and advertising; will assist the denominational editor in pro-
moting the Evangelical Visitor and in developing books and 
curriculum; and will carry major responsibilities in the area of 
promotion, record-keeping, order fulfillment, and inventory 
control for Sunday school curriculum and Evangel Publish-
ing House products. 
Applicants should be able to write clearly and concisely, 
have a good understanding of and aptitude for print media 
design, be familiar with computers (preferably both IBM and 
Macintosh), and understand basic business principles. It is 
desirable that applicants have a good understanding of 
Christian education principles and products, experience in 
creating and/or using Junior High Sunday school curriculum, 
and understand Wesleyan and Anabaptist theology and 
practice. 
This position is now open. Salary is negotiable. R6sum6s 
should be submitted to Roger L. Williams, Evangel Publish-
ing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. For more 
information, phone (800) 253-9315. 






by Ed Rickman 
Ed Rickman is the Executive Director 
of Stewardship Services for the Brethren 
in Christ Church. This article is adapted 
from his keynote address to the steward-
ship conference held prior to the 1994 
General Conference. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 






Direct Giving 393.610 
Congregational 244,444 
Individual 149,166 
Total to Date 1.781.256 
Total Budget 4.093.469 











TO TALK ABOUT "LIFESTYLE" is most applicable because everyone has one. 
The dictionary definition of "lifestyle" is 
"an individual's whole way of living," or 
"an individual's typical way of life." 
Let me add a few other definitions of 
lifestyle: 
(a) The statement we make through 
our living of the priorities in our lives. 
(b) The living expression of who we 
are, or who we would like to be, or who 
we plan to become, or who we are trying 
to be. 
(c) The expression of our priorities in 
the way we conduct our total life. 
We need to note that lifestyle can 
express an effort to fulfill an expected 
"image." Consequently, our "lifestyle" 
may be different from who we really are. 
One of the first things we need to con-
sider is that our "lifestyle" doesn't just 
happen to us. We each personally devel-
op our lifestyle by deliberate choice 
through the process of setting priorities in 
our lives. 
By the time each of us become young 
adults, we have established enough prior-
ities to develop a "lifestyle" and most 
have developed a dream of the type of 
"lifestyle" we plan to pursue. Thus, we 
begin to climb what is commonly called 
the "ladder of success." But as one indi-
vidual has said: "Many persons who have 
climbed the ladder of success have dis-
covered when they reached the top, the 
ladder was leaning against the wrong 
building." 
That's part of our dilemma—trying to 
sort out the flood of conflicting messages 
that are telling us what is right and prop-
er, and what will bring us the most happi-
ness, fulfillment, and contentment. Our 
society has developed the most massive 
and sophisticated system for influencing 
our lifestyle that has ever been known to 
mankind. The written page, the electronic 
media, billboard advertising, and even the 
electronic superhighway of information, 
as well as peer pressure, are all designed 
to get our attention and influence us to 
acquire all of the myriad of material 
things that will produce the desired 
effects in our lives. The ultimate goal is 
to produce increased consumerism. 
Christopher W. Decker, in an article 
entitled "Selling Desire" in Christianity 
Today, points out that the logic of con-
sumerism is dramatically opposed to tra-
ditional and biblical morals and values. 
He says, "Advertising, the propaganda of 
the consumer society, attempts to arouse 
desire and to convince us that a certain 
purchase will satisfy it. Most large-scale 
advertising campaigns appeal to desires 
for gratification.... [For example,] chasti-
ty is especially threatening to a consumer 
society because the one who has learned 
to control desire for sexual gratification 
has learned that he is master of his 
desires, not slave to them. It is much 
harder to sell anything to such a person.... 
Hence the consumer society must dis-
credit chastity and reverse the traditional 
value scheme...people must be convinced 
that desires are sufficient reasons for 
action and that passions are to be 
indulged rather than controlled." Decker 
goes on to conclude that we have gone so 
far that "if people bought only what they 
needed, our economy would go haywire" 
(Christianity Today, April 4, 1994). 
Unfortunately, this scheme is obvious-
ly working. In one of his latest books, 
George Barna describes what people are 
thinking and believing in 1993-1994 
regarding moral values, materialism, and 
other issues of our times. He titles the 
book Absolute Confusion. That describes 
it. People are experiencing the conflict 
between traditional values and the most 
overwhelming tide of anti-moral propa-
ganda we have ever experienced. Even 
Christians are struggling to keep their pri-
orities and lifestyles headed in the right 
direction. 
We can appreciate the frustrations of 
Charlie Brown in the "Peanuts" cartoon. 
Lucy is philosophizing and Charlie is lis-
tening. As usual, Lucy has the floor, 
delivering one of her dogmatic lectures. 
"Charlie Brown," she begins, "life is a 
lot like a deck chair. Some place it so 
they can see where they are going. Others 
place it to see where they've been. And 
some so they can see where they are at 
present." Charlie sighs, "I can't even get 
mine unfolded!" 
Now many of us can identify with 
Charlie Brown. We're absolutely con-
fused about the priorities of our lives and 
the principles by which our lives should 
be ordered. 
On the one hand, we have been rea-
sonably exposed to the principles of the 
Word of God, and at the same time we 
have been inundated by the proliferation 
of materialism and all the enticement of 
available resources as well as the ability 
to accumulate more and more material 
things. 
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We must remind ourselves of the 
words of 1 John 2:16-17: "For every-
thing in the world—the cravings of sin-
ful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does— 
comes not from the Father but from the 
world. The world and its desires pass 
away, but the man who does the will of 
God lives forever." 
We believe those words and the truth 
of them. Yet we too are caught up in a 
society which has built great monuments 
everywhere to cater to these materialis-
tic desires. They are called shopping 
malls, which cater to the "lust of the 
eyes" and "the pride of life." It's even 
addictive. 
I'm reminded of the woman who was 
addicted to shopping. Every time she 
came home, she had another new dress. 
Her Christian husband, who was totally 
frustrated, finally said, "No more new 
dresses." Her response was, "The devil 
tempts me and I just can't help myself." 
He advised "next time you're tempted, 
just say: 'Satan, get behind me!'" 
The next time she went shopping, 
sure enough, she came home with a new 
dress. Her husband was furious. "I 
thought I told you to say 'Satan, get 
behind me!' She replied, "I did! And 
then he said to me, 'It looks good from 
back here too!'" 
You see, the biggest problem we 
have in life is determining the parame-
ters of our lifestyle within the discipline 
of our Christian principles and steward-
ship responsibilities. 
We also must decide whether our pri-
orities determine our lifestyle or our 
lifestyle determines our priorities. And 
there is a tremendous difference! If your 
lifestyle is determining your priorities, 
then there is something seriously wrong 
with your life-plan. Yet a high percent-
age of North Americans have allowed 
that very thing to happen to them. They 
have determined their lifestyle—usually 
much higher than they can afford—and 
then allowed that extravagant lifestyle to 
dictate their priorities. Their choices are 
gone—their freedom has evaporated. 
They are enslaved to their lifestyle. 
Jesus made one thing perfectly clear: 
"You cannot serve [be enslaved to] two 
masters...You cannot serve [be enslaved 
to] both God and money." Either you 
will hate the one and love the other, or 
the other way around. 
Logic tells us that if the words of 
Jesus are true, then our lifestyle must be 
based on our priorities and our priorities 
must be in the right place. So the ques-
tion, is there help for us? 
The Word of God is full of guidance 
about the type of lifestyle we should cul-
tivate and live. However, for this article, 
I will lift out only one of those great 
over-arching statements of Jesus, which 
paints a very broad, yet personal, picture 
of the development of a Christian 
lifestyle. Within these great words is a 
strong mandate for transforming our 
lifestyles. 
"Then he said to them all: 'If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for me will save it. What good is it 
for a man to gain the whole world, and 
yet lose or forfeit [or exchange] his very 
self?'" (Luke 9:23-25). 
In essence, Jesus outlined for us three 
great principles as the basis of establish-
ing the priorities of our lives, which in 
turn will determine the lifestyle we live: 
1. There must be a transformation 
from self-interest to Christ-centeredness 
(Exposing self—embracing Christ-like-
ness). 
2. There must be a transformation of 
our personal priorities from self-cen-
teredness to service-centeredness (Lay-
ing down the cross of our pursuits— 
picking up His cross). 
3. There must be a transformation of 
our lifestyle that expresses the reality of 
our selfless and Christ-centered priori-
ties in living (Transformed priorities). 
Note the economic terms used in this 
passage: save, lose, gain, forfeit, give, 
and exchange. The inherent truth of this 
passage is inextricably connected to our 
stewardship lifestyle. 
This month we look at the first prin-
ciple more closely. In October we will 
consider the last two principles. 
There must be a transformation 
from self-interest to Christ-
centeredness (Exposing sel f -
embracing Christ-likeness) 
Self-centeredness is the prime 
expression of our North American cul-
ture today. It is sometimes referred to as 
the pursuit of the "great American 
dream." It has led to a culture that is 
obsessed with consumerism and greed. 
We are consumed with catering to the 
self-needs of people. We can't escape 
the continual bombardment of media 
messages that "more" and "better" will 
produce happiness and contentment, 
with the central focus of making self feel 
better about life. And it has had its effect 
on us. "Self esteem" has become more 
important than any other factor in life. 
On the general level, we have moved 
dangerously close to adopting the meth-
ods of the world even in the promotion 
of our churches. David Wells of Gor-
don-Conwell Theological Seminary, 
speaking to the National Association of 
Evangelicals, said, "The evangelical 
movement is at risk of losing its soul as 
a result of being swept into the market-
ing ethos of American culture.... 
Churches are inappropriately adapting 
their message to the felt needs of Ameri-
cans, who respond to the church like 
consumers. Churches are doing what 
Pepsi has done, what Madonna has 
done." He called for "...evangelicals to 
adopt a vivid 'other worldliness' to 
recover the 'lost word of God' and the 
'holiness of God'." He concluded, 
"Despite our prosperity, we have less to 
offer. That is the irony of our success" 
(Christianity Today, April 4, 1994). 
It is simply too easy to slip into the 
trap of catering to "self and gratifying 
the felt needs of people instead of teach-
ing and modeling the Word of God, 
which says self-denial is the only road to 
discipleship. It is time for us to return to 
the message that discipleship demands 
discipline. 
On a personal level, one of the great-
est dangers of our day is falling for the 
trap of Satan which entices us to turn 
from faith and trust in God to the 
schemes of the world which view others 
as a source for income rather than ser-
vice. Larry Burkett says, "Anytime 
Christians look upon others as a source 
of revenue rather than service, they are 
caught up in Satan's most common 
trap—greed" (Using Your Money 
Wisely, p. 158). 
What is greed? It is the ultimate 
expression of selfishness. Paul said in 
Philippians 2:3: "Do nothing out of self-
ish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than 
yourselves." 
Greed is that expression of self which 
causes the battle within all of us over the 
meaning of money in our lives. Philip 
continued on page 29 
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PORTRAITS OF PEOPLE FROM EIGHT CULTURES 
WITH QUOTES ABOUT THEIR DREAMS. 
Contributors include Henri Nouwen, Katie Funk Wiebe 
and seven professional photographers. 57 duotone photographs. 
A DRY ROOF A N D A COW 
DREAMS AND PORTRAITS OF OUR NEIGHBOURS 
WE INVITE YOU, on the occasion of MCC's 75th anniversary, to join us in 
gratitude for God's grace and call. Reflect with us on the hopes and 
dreams of these friends and neighbours who guide the work of MCC. 
—John A. Lapp, Executive Secretary, Mennonite Central Committee 
*• Purchase your copy at bookstores and SELFHELP Crafts of the W orld shops this 
fall. Or to order send S19.95 US/S25.95 Cdn plus S5 for shipping to Mennonite 
Central Committee, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500 USA or 134 Plaza Drive, 
Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3T 5K9. 
Proceeds benefit Mennonite Central Committee's relief and development work. 
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Center for Brethren in Christ 
Studies launched 
The Center for Brethren in Christ 
Studies was recently launched by the 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society, 
Messiah College, and the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
This new center seeks to promote the 
study of the history, culture, and current 
life of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Encouraging research and writing in both 
a scholarly and public context, the center 
also seeks to cultivate understanding and 
relationships among those in the Anabap-
tist, Pietist, and Wesleyan traditions. 
According to Messiah College Presi-
dent Dr. Rodney Sawatsky, "The present 
and future is based on the past. A vital 
and dynamic church needs to know its 
story. The purpose of the new Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies is not simply to 
remember the past but to provide orien-
tation for the present and direction for 
the future." 
The Brethren in Christ Church is the 
founding denomination of Messiah Col-
lege. In 1972 the college and denomina-
tion replaced their legal ties with a 
Covenant of Understanding. The center 
seeks to affirm this covenant relationship 
between the college and the church. 
Activities of the center include work-
shops, public lectures or conferences at 
least once a year on themes related to the 
center's work, presentations to church 
groups that come to the center, and man-
aging displays that are reflective of Breth-
Dr. Rodney J. Sawatsky, who took over 
the reins as president of Messiah College 
recently, addresses an audience at the Breth-
ren in Christ General Conference held at the 
college during the first week of July. Prior to 
his current position, Dr. Sawatsky was presi-
dent of Conrad Grebel College, a college 
sponsored by the Mennonite Conference of 
Eastern Canada. 
The inauguration of Dr. Sawatsky as the 
seventh president of Messiah College will take 
place on Saturday, November 19, 1994, at 
3:00 p.m. in Hitchcock Arena, Sollenberger 
Sports Center. For those who would like tick-
ets, write to the Office of President by October 
15, 1994. 
ren in Christ life. The center may also 
publish papers or an occasional book that 
results from research or conferences held 
at the center. The initial conference, 
probably titled "Who are the Brethren in 
Christ?", is tentatively planned for mid-
1995. 
The center's director is the archivist of 
Messiah College and the Brethren in 
Christ Church, Dr. E. Morris Sider, pro-
fessor of history and English literature at 
Messiah. The center itself will be located 
in the archives of Messiah College, which 
is in the Murray Learning Resources Cen-
ter. The following committee of six mem-
bers, two from each sponsoring group, 
will give overall direction to the center: 
S. Lane Hostetter, President of the 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society and 
chairman of the committee 
Arthur Climenhaga, past President of 
Messiah College 
Harvey Sider, Moderator of the Breth-
ren in Christ 
Rodney Sawatsky, President of Mes-
siah College 
Donald Shafer, General Secretary of 
the Brethren in Christ 
Dorothy Gish, Acting Vice President 
A most unique development is embodied in the founding of the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies on the campus of Messiah College. As far as I know, 
there is no other comparable center with the broad synthesis of three hermeneu-
tical roots—Anabaptist, Wesleyan, and Pietist—firmly based on an evangelical 
commitment to the Bible as the Word of God. This synthesis, found in the doc-
trinal position of the Brethren in Christ Church, will be more fruitfully pre-
served in such a center. Thus the covenant relationship between the Brethren in 
Christ as a denomination and Messiah College as an independent Christian lib-
eral arts institution will have continuing strong import in the days ahead. In 
addition, the broader evangelical constituency will find this center an excellent 
place for committed and scholarly study of the strong interrelationships among the 
Anabaptist, Wesleyan, and Pietistic traditions, both historically and theological-
ly. I am thrilled with the prospects for the days ahead in the ongoing development 
of the Center for Brethren in Christ Studies. 
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga 
of Academic Affairs and Acting Dean of 
the Faculty of Messiah College. 
An anonymous family has donated 
$15,000 to purchase books and to aug-
ment the archive's document collection. 
Private funding will be the major source 
of financing for the project. Funds for the 
center will be held by the Jacob Engle 
Foundation. 
Plan to visit campus open house 
College-bound high school juniors and 
seniors and their families are encouraged 
to plan a visit to Messiah's Grantham 
campus for an Open House Day this fall. 
Open House Days, covering all 
majors, will be held on Monday, October 
10, and on Saturday, October 29. The 
program, beginning with registration at 
9:00 a.m., includes a tour of the campus 
by current Messiah students; an overview 
of college life by academic, student 
development, admissions and financial 
aid personnel; and a free lunch for all 
registered guests. 
Department Open Houses, for students 
interested in certain areas of study, are 
scheduled on three dates. Monday, Octo-
ber 17, focuses on the Education, and 
Health, Physical Education, and Recre-
ation Departments. Friday, November 4, 
highlights the Behavioral Science, His-
tory and Political Science, and Biblical 
and Religious Studies Departments. And 
Friday, November 11, features the Music, 
Language, Literature, and Communica-
tions, and Visual and Theatrical Arts 
Departments. Department Open House 
Day programs are similar to the general 
Open House Day, except that the focus is 
only on majors offered by the depart-
ments represented. Churches are encour-
aged to sponsor youth group trips to the 
Open House programs. 
Contact Mr. Paul Morgan, Associate 
Director of Admissions (717) 691-6000 
for more information. 
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niecipleehip for the 21st Century 
What's wrong 
with this picture? 
It was on the rear window of a car—a 
sign with the letters JESUS prominently 
displayed. On the other side of the win-
dow was a sign pleading "Don't blame 
me—I didn't vote for Hillary." And near 
the center of the window was an easily 
recognized, colorful insignia—the logo 
of the National Rifle Association. 
My first impulse was to chuckle in 
ridicule. That someone should believe 
that such a display could be an effective 
witness for Jesus Christ...I felt amused. 
But a bit of reflection brought other emo-
tions, primarily sorrow that such a con-
fused witness was being promulgated. 
What 's wrong with the picture 
described above? Doesn't the present 
administration propose and support some 
policies unacceptable to many Christians? 
Yes, sadly yes. But to imply that the 
moral mess which currently abounds in 
American society is the fault of the Clin-
tons is disgustingly simplistic and down-
right incorrect. The moral decline con-
tinued throughout a 12-year tenure of 
purportedly Christian presidents of con-
servative political persuasion; it did not 
occur overnight with the outcome of the 
1992 presidential election. To associate 
Jesus Christ with faulty political rhetoric 
is poor politics. But worse, it is counter-
productive Christian witness. 
Anything else wrong with the scene 
on the car window? Does not the NRA 
stand for personal freedom? Yes, to their 
credit. But the NRA also has become the 
epitome of opposition to efforts to control 
the sale and distribution of firearms, 
including assault-type weapons for which 
there is no valid need among sportsmen. 
The NRA's appeal to public sentiment is 
not that they wish to preserve the privi-
lege to hunt, but rather that firearms are 
needed for maintenance of personal safe-
ty, and therefore should not be regulated. 
Never mind the evidence that many vic-
tims possessing a firearm never get to use 
it because of the surprise of the attack. 
Never mind the evidence that most per-
sons slain by firearms owned by private 
Do you surf the Internet? Are you On-Line? 
Be a part of BiCNet. 
the Brethren in Christ Electronic Mail Directory! 
Interested Brethren in Christ members are constructing a directory of all 
Brethren in Christ members who are On-Line. If you are connected to the Inter-
net or one of the commercial services such as CompuServe, America Online, 
or MCI—or know of members who are—send us your e-mail address. We will 
compile and return an e-mail directory. (Sorry, Prodigy users, you do not have 
Internet e-mail access and cannot communicate with us at this time.) 
We are investigating ways to create a usenet (or newsnet) group of Brethren 
in Christ members to discuss and disseminate information about the denomi-
nation over the Internet. We are especially interested in any foreign missions 
addresses. In addition, future connections to Messiah College, denominational 
and regional offices, and other Brethren in Christ agencies are foreseen. 
Be a part of, and help us build, worldwide BiCNet! 
Send e-mail to either: 
Ray L. Bailey at: 
America Online (AOL Internet) Address, Ray.Bailey@AOL.com 
or CompuServe, 74013,3227. (Please, CompuServe only at this address.) 
John Walker at: 
AOL Internet, John1Walkr@AOL.com 
Please include your full real name, e-mail address, service or net, congrega-
tional affiliation, and any positions or interests you have in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. In addition, include the type of system you use (IBM, Mac, or other). 
citizens are not criminal attackers, but 
friends or family members (especially 
children) injured in feuds or accidents. 
Despite evidence to the contrary, the 
NRA continues to promulgate its propa-
ganda that firearm ownership is essen-
tial, desirable, and beneficial for person-
al safety, and therefore should not be reg-
ulated. 
Equally disturbing is the philosophy 
implied by the NRA and all who agree 
with their emphases: violence is accept-
able as the final, sure response to threats. 
This mindset is more dangerous than the 
firearms themselves. Far too many people 
espouse this thinking—and the gruesome 
statistics from United States' experience 
reflect its prevalence. Christians should 
know better. The Lord they claim to fol-
low taught nonviolent response toward 
personal enemies, and by his life and 
death modeled that teaching. That's why 
it's so very wrong to associate Jesus with 
the insignia of the NRA. 
Now comes the tragic news that again 
a pro-life activist has shot and killed 
someone (this time two persons) at an 
abortion center in Pensacola. The mindset 
that accepts violence as the final solution 
has corrupted and undermined the pro-
life movement (of which I consider 
myself a part—I have receipts to prove 
it). The public we're trying to influence 
will now think more readily of murder in 
Pensacola than of all the adoptions and 
child care agencies we sponsor. This vio-
lence negates our pro-life rationale. 
Acceptance of the notion that violence is 
an acceptable response to evil is poor pol-
itics. But it's worse than that—it's coun-
terproductive Christian witness. 
If the 21st century is to be less violent 
than the current decade, there will need to 
be a strong and clear renunciation of vio-
lence as an acceptable personal response 
to evil. Part of that renunciation will need 
to be further regulation of the manufac-
ture, sale, and ownership of firearms and 
ammunition. (Why should ammunition 
be easier to purchase than antibiotics?) 
Christians—by following Christ, their 
leader—should lead the way. The need 
for such leadership is urgent. We could 
start by dissociating the NRA from the 
name of our non-violent, victorious Lord. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician living 
in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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wsims 
Dear Paul, 
I've spent a fair amount of this sum-
mer thinking about a rather depressing 
subject, and I'm writing to you because I 
don't feel as though I'm close to any firm 
closure or coherence in my thoughts. The 
topic is "suffering." My thinking was 
triggered primarily by the almost non-
stop reporting of suffering of epic pro-
portions in places like Bosnia and Rwan-
da. Additionally, there's a fair amount of 
attention given to "personal suffering" 
here at home. I'd describe this suffering 
as being of a radically different nature 
than the former. My main concern is for 
you to help resolve the BIG question: 
Where is God when people suffer? I have 
an idea; however, I want to test it with 
you. 
A number of years ago a Buddhist 
acquaintance told me that Christians 
didn't have a very good explanation for 
evil and suffering in the world. He point-
ed out that we believe that God is all-
powerful and loving, and yet terrible 
things happen to people. In his line of 
thinking (and, I would add, in the think-
ing of many Westerners), if God is like 
this, then God should consistently act to 
prevent or stop suffering. Yet suffering 
continues unabated in our world. Whether 
this was wise or not, I don't know, but I 
conceded the point. There's a problem 
here if we follow this line of thinking. In 
response, however, I made the point that 
this line wasn't any worse than his expla-
nation for suffering, which was: it just 
happens. To me, the Buddhist answer 
seems equally weak. 
I said it years ago and I still believe it 
today—much of the suffering in our 
world has nothing to do with God and 
everything to do with us. I still believe 
God gives us the freedom to make choic-
es. Unfortunately, we don't choose well. 
All too often when we choose particular 
behavior, someone suffers. Occasionally 
suffering is self-inflicted and at other 
times another suffers because of our 
choices. Apart from natural disasters, I 
see very little suffering which can be 
"pinned on" God. Am I off base here? 
I don't mean to get too personal, but I 
think you'll understand what I mean. 
You're an example of these poor choices. 
Before you were a disciple of Christ, you 
chose to reject what God had done in 
September 1994 
Jesus Christ. You decided to persecute 
the Church. Christians suffered because 
of your poor choice. Likewise, after your 
conversion, you suffered because others 
rejected the message of hope which you 
offered. 
I still think there's evil and suffering in 
the world, not because God doesn't care, 
but primarily because we don't care. We 
don't care about godliness and making 
choices which are pleasing to God. The 
end results are Bosnia, Rwanda, and a 
whole host of "personal suffering." 
So where's God in all of this? I've just 
about concluded that God doesn't invest 
much time attempting to prevent these 
disasters. I suspect God's primary "pre-
choice" agenda is to tell us of what are 
the "best" decisions to make. Having 
done that, I don't believe God has any 
obligation to prevent suffering when we 
make bad decisions and suffering ensues. 
God is not in the prevention business; 
rather, God is in the redemption business. 
God, so far as I can tell, works very hard 
to save us from our bad decisions. God 
works to bring "good" from "evil" situa-
tions. God desires wholeness, rather than 
hopelessness, for us. 
Another aspect of "where is God in 
all of this?" is this: God is with us when 
we suffer. Even though we make poor 
decisions, God doesn't abandon us. 
Instead, God stands with us as we suffer. 
Mark illustrates this well in his gospel, 
chapters four and five. There he tells of 
four incidents where people are suffer-
ing, and Jesus comes to them personally. 
He stands with them, he sees their pain 
and fear from close range. And he 
redeems them. Often it's difficult to 
believe that God is right beside us when 
we are in pain. The turmoil of the suffer-
ing distracts our attention and blurs our 
vision. It's difficult to see God there, but 
God is present in the midst of suffering. 
Not only is God willing to be with us as 
we suffer, but God willingly suffers for us 
as well. That's the point of the cross. 
Jesus suffered so that we might not suffer. 
Obviously there are many loose ends 
in my thinking, and I've not addressed 
all the issues associated with this subject. 
Still it seems as though these are crucial 
ones. If my thinking is too far afield 
please let me know, and tell me where I 
need to re-adjust. 
Grace be with you, 
Onesimus 
Money Matters... 
continued from page 25 
Yancey described it like this: "The true 
battle with money is a spiritual battle 
fought in my heart. In its effect on me, 
money works much like the temptations 
of lust and pride. It holds me in a 
pythonic grip. It attracts me to fantasies 
it can never fulfill. It produces unex-
plainable, irrational behavior that later 
causes me puzzlement and shame. And 
like lust and pride, money presents an 
arena of personal struggle that I will 
never 'get over.' It is a force with a per-
sonality. It is, in truth, a god, and Jesus 
called it that. Once I recognized money 
as a god, an idol, I realized a need to 
redirect my energies. No amount of 
human striving, whether toward inten-
tional poverty or toward surplus, would 
gain me freedom; indeed, my obsession 
with money had already led to bondage 
in both circumstances. Mainly, I con-
cluded, I needed spiritual deliverance" 
(Money, pp. 14-15). 
Jesus said it so clearly: discipleship 
demands a spiritual transformation that 
results in self-denial rather than self-
gratification. 
Self-denial is not to be viewed as a 
type of self-flagellation which will 
somehow provide points toward righ-
teousness. It is rather an exposure of our 
selfishness as a barrier to the freedom of 
yieldedness to Jesus Christ. Yieldedness 
to Christ cannot happen without a 
simultaneous work of grace in our 
hearts that obliterates the nature and 
expressions of selfishness. Then, and 
only then, can we begin to develop 
transformed priorities, and transformed 
lifestyles. 






by R. Donald Shafer 
As a Brethren in Christ church 
family, we are at a crucial crossroads. 
In some ways our denomination 
has done a couple of significant acts 
which we should celebrate! This gen-
eration (those of us somewhere 
between our 30s and 60s) have settled 
on a new Statement of Purpose and 
new Articles of Faith! This is no 
small task. It has only been done a 
few times in our 215 years or so jour-
ney as a denomination. Also, in the 
recent biennium, we have focused on 
the two priorities of evangelism and 
discipleship. In some ways, we have 
our "head" straight as a church fami-
On the other hand, we have the 
current concerns of the "heart." There 
are many feelings and passions 
among us. These come when we talk 
about our family practices and the 
way we do evangelism and disciple-
ship. Like any family, siblings have 
their own ideas about how the family 
should function. 
Recently I read in the 90th 
newsletter of "Ministry of Money," 
that, "The journey from the head to 
the heart is the longest distance we 
will ever cover...that it seems dis-
jointed, not thematic. It is only when 
we look back that we discover the 
unifying theme is call." 
The writer goes on to talk about a 
time of transition when the old has 
lost its meaning and the new has not 
yet loomed into sight. And some may 
have serious doubts that it will come 
at all. This is often a time of waiting, 
and waiting is something few of us do 
well, especially in our culture and out 
of our roots. We are a striving people 
who desire to do things right and 
well. 
At the 1994 General Conference 
we were striving. Some were sure 
they knew what to do. Some were 
bored and some were anxious. Some 
of us were trying to listen or were 
forced to listen. The body as a whole 
was uncertain. (Think how often we 
had to count votes.) There were some 
clear calls to practice the call to love 
God and our neighbor. We know that 
devotion can produce discipline and 
discipline should result in abundance. 
But the temptation is to believe that 
somehow we have done the work 
rather than accepting the grace of God 
that gifts us to be God's people and 
do God's work. 
It is painful for us to let go of 
familiar ways and paths. And we have 
names and faces among us that we 
wish would tell us how to be and 
what to do. But this generation is 
challenged by a new threat. We have 
moved off the farms and into the 
cities. Most of us live at the edges of 
our cities. But cities are gripped by 
materialism and consumerism and 
much of life has gone wild. (Consid-
er the rates of crime and violence in 
our culture.) 
So, what is our call? Our call is to 
break out of our addictions (North 
American addictions) of power, 
money, prestige, and control. I bor-
row from the "Ministry of Money" 
newsletter again. It has a ring of truth 
that is familiar to Brethren in Christ 
and I add my own commentary. 
1. We are to become peacemakers 
and reconcilers. Our congregations 
and pastors are experiencing more 
conflict and chaos than ever before. 
There are more marital failures than 
before. At least they are visible fail-
ures. 
2. We need prayer, presence, and 
solidarity. We need spiritual disci-
plines, renewal, and behavior. Some 
call for worship of a new wave. Oth-
ers call for service that is based on 
compassion. We need a balance of 
both! 
3. We must practice compassion 
and justice. Our love must move us 
beyond words to loving relationships 
of trust and confidence in Jesus and 
one another. Indeed, we must love 
one another to love God. (1 John 
4:20-21) 
4. Our life is one of hope and love. 
This is beyond theological study. We 
are to be converted and healed. And 
we need to do it where we are. 
Maybe, just maybe, we can realize 
the results of that prophetic call in 
Isaiah 43:19—"See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up: do you not 
perceive it?" 
There may be many ways to say 
it, but whatever we do this biennium 
of 1994-1996, we need to wait before 
the Lord. Then, in faith, plan for 
God's gifts of grace among us. This 
calls for us to discern the opportuni-
ties and options. We are responsible 
to affirm the ways we can focus on 
evangelism and discipleship. The 
challenge is before us. We will need 
to care for the fragments of structure, 
but more importantly, we will need 
to focus on the issues of faith for a 
church that is more enculturated by 
the world than any of us care to 
admit. 
So, let's seek the face of God and 
then humbly do his will in our time. 
R. Donald Shafer 
is General Secretary 
of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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Some headlines had a certain charm: "Mennonite 
Brethren 'holding hands' with Brethren in Christ." 
Others were more prosaic: "Leaders of two Brethren 
conferences start getting to know each other." No mat-
ter what the headline, the dating theme was evident: 
They have had their first date, and while neither is 
talking about marriage, North American Mennonite 
Brethren and Brethren in Christ are enjoying each 
other's company and getting to know each other better. 
Edmund Janzen, moderator of the General Conference 
of Mennonite Brethren Churches, called it "casual 
hand-holding." The two Anabaptist groups have been 
holding quiet, low-profile and largely informal meet-
ings for the past three years. And with no set agenda. 
"Our agenda is what we can learn from ^ 
each other, " said BIC general secretary 
Don Shafer. Topics discussed have includ-
ed theology, pastoral leadership, missions 
and education. 
(AY &OETSS IS AM EARLY 
MO EXTREMELY 
UMFRIENDLY CUORCU 
These were the opening lines of an 
article by a colleague of mine, Rich Pre-
heim (assistant editor of the Mennonite 
Weekly Review), which appeared in a 
number of Mennonite-related periodicals 
in recent weeks. The article continued, 
No great driving force brought the 
two together, participants say. The talks 
evolved out of Council of Moderators 
and Secretaries sessions where MBs and BICs found 
themselves meeting over coffee and breakfast. CMS is 
an annual meeting of various Mennonite conference 
leaders. The MB-BIC discussion developed about the 
same time the larger Mennonite Church and General 
Conference Mennonite Church started seriously pur-
suing merging into one body. But both the MBs and 
BICs say that didn 't prompt their meetings. "It was 
perhaps more a sense of mutuality," Janzen said. 
"Size wasn't an issue. We weren't feeling left out.... It 
was just an idea that sprung up." Similarly, any sort of 
MB-BIC union is not part of current talks. "They are 
not at the point [of] any sort of conciliatory unit or 
merger," Janzen said. But that doesn 't mean the idea 
isn't out there. Janzen said there are members of both 
conferences who would like to see them join. BIC 
moderator Harvey Sider said, "Who knows what will 
happen in the next generation?" 
Preheim noted the contacts have been largely 
informal, involving conference leaders, although 
Less than meets the eye 
recently they have been inviting the other to formal 
meetings as observers. He reports that Brethren in 
Christ bishops and U.S. Mennonite Brethren district 
conference ministers have also met. 
The Evangelical Visitor contacted Don Shafer and 
Harvey Sider for their evaluation of the "hand-hold-
ing" article, and received the following response: 
"In June, Don Shafer and Harvey Sider received 
a phone call from Rich Preheim concerning the 
relationship of the Brethren in Christ and the Men-
nonite Brethren, especially concerning some 
mutual conversations. Rich seemed to sense that 
leadership of these two groups would be moving 
toward merger talks. We insisted 
repeatedly that this was not the pur-
pose of our interactions. However, 
the article [which was written] could 
be read in that light. 
"We recognize there are always 
people who are interested in such talks. 
One example relates to interest in the 
mid-sixties of exploring the potential for 
merger with the Missionary Church. 
Today, few even remember this event. 
"The Board of Administration (now 
the General Conference Board), our 
pastors and bishops are aware of the 
affinity between the Brethren in Christ and the 
Mennonite Brethren. However, the Brethren in 
Christ have not entertained any consideration 
beyond how we can mutually complement each 
other, strengthening our ministries for the sake of 
the kingdom of God. 
"Just as in the past generation (the 1960s), so in 
the next generation (beyond 2000), cooperation 
and/or merger with any group could arise again. 
But for the present, the Brethren in Christ have no 
plans to 'date' any group. We do, however, want to 
be wise and helpful stewards by learning from and 
cooperating with other groups." 
So, what is the real story! From all I can learn, we 
Brethren in Christ are walking down the sidewalk with 
several Christian groups (Mennonite, evangelical, and 
holiness denominations), talking to those close to us, 
but not holding hands or planning a night on the town 
with any of them. Of course, if we're like teenagers, 
that is subject to change at any moment. But I don't 
think we're that young. G 






from the Brethren in Christ 
Articles of Faith and Doctrine 
THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, Jesus Christ 
established the church to be God's 
new community, which has its roots in 
the people of God in the Old Testament and 
testifies to the presence of the kingdom of 
God on earth. Jesus Christ is the Head of the 
church, the redeemed community. His Word 
and will are authoritative among us. 
T H E CHURCH CONSISTS of all those who trust 
Jesus as Savior and follow Him as Lord. We 
become part of God's family, loving the Lord 
Jesus and learning to love and care for one 
another. We are a covenant community vowing 
before God and fellow members to live a 
holy life, to remain loyal to the church, and to 
foster oneness within the body of Christ. 
Our understanding of this covenant is 
expressed in a commitment to the local 
congregation, where the integrity of our 
discipleship is lived; to the denomination, 
where relationships with a wider fellowship of 
God's people are realized; and to the body of 
Christ throughout the world, by which we ful-
fill the prayer of Jesus that we all may be one. 
T H E ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS of the church are 
worship, fellowship, discipleship, and mission. 
In worship, we bring our whole-hearted 
devotion to the Lord God. In fellowship, we 
live out our deep commitment to love one 
another. In discipleship, we follow the call 
of the Lord Jesus to obey and to teach 
all things commanded by Him. In mission, 
we proclaim the gospel to all people and 
minister to human need as Jesus did. 
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